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Hello and welcome to our special turning issue, which features the perfect mix 
of tests, exciting new products and some great features for you to enjoy (or at 
least that’s what I intended!) 
   I couldn’t help but include above a photo of the hands of our featured pole-lathe 
turner at work, Gudrun Leitz, p60. She shares her story with us and flies the flag 
for women turners everywhere, showing that she’s not afraid to get her hands 
dirty, swing the odd axe and produce a perfect spindle in less than 30 minutes. 
And while I’m on the topic, you can also see some wonderful pieces of sculptural 
turning, made by women, men and youngsters, in our centrefold gallery, which 
shows the top pieces from this year’s AAW International Symposium, p46. 

So what else can you expect from GW299? Well, lots! Andy King goes turning 
mad as he tries out the new Nova Comet II wood lathe, p14, as well as some other 
top turning kit. He also takes you step-by-step through the process of making an 
acrylic pen, p32, before reviewing a whole raft of top pen-turning kit, p34-36. 

Edward Hopkins meets segmented turner Bryan Cath, p41, whose pieces will 
leave you scratching your head in wonder, and we also have the last of Michael 
Huntley’s ‘Woodwork Foundations’ series, p51, where he discusses timber. 

And if you’re inspired by Gudrun Leitz, then why not learn how to make your very 
own mini pole-lathe, p56? In ‘Around the House’ Phil Davy makes a rustic garden 
gate, p71, and if you’re in the market for a spider-proof shed, you’re in luck!  

Les Thorne goes back to basics this month and talks spindle turning, p79, 
so if you need a bit of a refresher, now’s the perfect time! Enjoy!
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New woodturning chucks and jaws from Record Power
This exclusive new range has been developed using Record Power’s 
extensive experience and knowledge of woodturning in conjunction 
with a group of highly experienced professional and hobby turners, 
to bring you the ultimate in quality, versatility and value.

SC3 and SC4 chucks
The SC3 geared scroll chuck and SC4 professional geared scroll chuck 
are direct replacements to the previous G3 and Supernova2 models, 
with some notable improvements.

Both new chucks feature noticeably larger 
jaw slides and are made from high tensile steel, 
impregnated with nickel-copper. The Super Geared 
True-Lock™ technology ensures excellent strength 
and unsurpassed surface and dimensional 
accuracies to give vibration-free operation.

The SC3 chuck is available in 3⁄4in × 16tpi; 1in 
× 8tpi and M33 × 3.5. The SC4 professional geared 
scroll chuck is available as an insert version, with a 

Magma lathes
420mm and the spindle thread 
is M33. It features a No.2 
Morse taper, a 24-step indexer, 
a 1hp motor and forward/
reverse drive. Priced at £725, 
this lathe is more suited to 
the amateur who takes their 
turning seriously.

The 200-FU, on the other hand,  
is something else entirely – a serious 
piece of kit! This heavy-duty wood lathe 
has a 200mm centre height, a 400mm 

swing over bed, and the distance between centres is 110mm. 
Weighing in at a hefty 198kg, it has a cast-iron headstock, tailstock 
and bed, No.2 Morse taper, 36-position indexing, a M33 spindle 
thread and a swivelling and sliding headstock. It benefits from a 
2hp motor, electronic variable-speed from 0-3,600rpm, a moveable 
control unit, two-step Poly-V pulley drive and a 15mm headstock 
hollow spindle. Also included is a drive centre, live centre, 150mm 
faceplate, toolrest and a double cone for perfect alignment. All this 
could be yours for £1,895 – to find out more about these lathes, 
see www.classichandtools.com.

Two new lathes are now available from Classic Hand Tools: 
the Magma 175-FU and 200-FU models. Made in Austria, Magma 
has been manufacturing lathes for nearly 30 years and its newly 
expanded range includes smaller, more budget friendly versions, 
which is great news for turners everywhere!

The 175-FU weighs in at 45kg and includes drive and live centres, 
faceplate and a 150mm toolrest. The distance between centres is 

full range of inserts to fit. It is now available with an M33 × 3.5 insert 
and the chuck body has been designed specifically to hold this large 
thread size insert, therefore offering even more flexibility to customers 
who may want to upgrade to or from an M33 lathe. Prices start from 
£119.99 for the SC3 chuck.   

Chuck jaw range
The new range consists of a comprehensive range of 14 intelligently 

designed sets of chuck jaws, offering woodturners 
a definitive collection of jaws to cover virtually 
any woodturning task. In addition, all are fully 
compatible with previous Nova series chucks.    
   Record Power is also offering you the chance to 
own the full range of 14 sets of jaws in their latest 
prize draw – simply go to www.record power.
co.uk/competitions and enter the code ‘JAWS15’ 
to be in with a chance of winning. The lucky 
winner will be announced on 30 November 2015.





FireWriter – the professional 
pyrography tool
This clever and precise tool allows you to decorate wood, leather or 
other materials through the careful application of heat. Easy to use, 
the FireWriter features multiple heat settings and quickly rises up 
to 650°C. You can use the various temperatures to create different 
shades from very light, to a much deeper burn or heavier infills. 

FireWriter is ergonomically designed for comfort over long periods 
with a slim handle and easy to change tips. It comes with a writing tip 
and five nickel chrome wires of different thicknesses, which allow you 
to make your own tips. 

Accessories are also available including pens with different tips, packs 
of specialist tips and a separate splitter means you can switch between 
two pens quickly.

All kinds of designs are possible: with a little creativity you can 
achieve wood burning, acetate stencil cutting, leather crafting, heat 
stamping, pattern transfer, personalising items, hot knife cutting and 
soldering using different tips.

Antex is offering a 20% discount to GW readers. Just quote GW20P 
when purchasing and you can pick up this great tool for just £120, 
instead of the usual £149.99. To buy yours, see www.antexcraft.com.

News
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Brand new from Turners Retreat is this range of Gearshift pen kits, 
which would make an ideal gift for any car enthusiast. The mechanism 
design is based on a five-speed H pattern shifter and can be shifted just 
like the real thing! The cap features a car tyre with a true to life tread 
and hubcap; the tip features the same tyre tread as the cap. The shifter 
handle includes an etched five-speed pattern and the industrialised 
crowbar clip attached to the body with two small screws rounds out 
the design. Easy to make with a single tube. Refill fully advances at the 
front of the shifter and fully retracts at the back of the shifter. The pen 
uses a popular Parker-style refill.

Other kits available include ‘Antique Pewter’ and ‘Antique Brass’. 
Prices start from £16.99 – see www.turners-retreat.co.uk for more info.

M42 premium  
turning tools
Available from The ToolPost is this fantastic range of M42 
premium turning tools from Carter & Son Toolworks, 
which has recently been updated to include some brand 
new skew chisels, parting tools and scrapers. These tools 
are renowned for their superior sharpness and edge-
holding ability and feature aircraft grade aluminium 
handles for superb balance and feel, and in terms 
of durability, these tools have come to represent 
the epitome of woodturning tool excellence. 

Carter & Sons Toolworks’ products have proven 
themselves to be ideal companions for the serious 
woodturning enthusiast, offering superb holding of an 
edge that can be brought to a sharpness unrivalled in HSS 
tools, combined with innovative design, giving excellent 
handling and ease of use. These latest additions extend 
the versatility of the range further and ensure that Carter 
Tools will find a place on the toolrack of any turner who 
seeks the optimum in tool performance. Prices start from 
£79.20 – visit www.toolpost.co.uk to see the full range.

Following the success of Axminster’s 
prestigious Ten Turners Turning event 
at Nuneaton in March last year, the 
company plan to hold a second event 
in March 2016.

During this two-day event, a range of 
professional turners will demonstrate 
their skills and styles of woodturning, 
explaining many useful tips, techniques 
and easier ways of achieving the 
desired result and produce their own 
trademark turned pieces. Both Friday 
and Saturday afternoons will see the 
pros competing against each other and 
against the clock in the ‘Ready Steady 
Turn competition’.   

The line-up for this event includes 
a host of well-known names in the 
industry and there will also be a wide 
range of Jet and Axminster lathes on 
display for you to see.

The dates for your diaries are Friday 
11 and Saturday 12 March 2016 from 
10am-4pm at Axminster Tools & 
Machinery, Bermuda Trade Park, 
Nuneaton CV10 7RA. Although this is 
a free event, you are advised to turn 
up early to avoid disappointment. 
See www.axminster.co.uk/stores/
nuneaton to find out more.

See Colwin Way in action at 
this much anticipated event

Ten Turners Turning – 2016

Gearshift 
pen sets



Axminster Evolution Series Pro Drive
Available in 1MT or 2MT, the new Axminster Evolution Series Pro 
Drive is safe, secure and offers greater versatility and accuracy than 
the usual two- or four-prong drive centres. The centre features a 
spring-loaded, stainless steel centre point and a sharp toothed 
outer ring, which provides the drive. The Pro Drive is unique in that 
you can vary the spring tension and it offers various advantages, 
such as accurate repositioning and the fact that the work always 
goes back in the same place. It is safe to use – simply reduce 
the pressure from the tailstock and, in the event of a 
dig-in, the work will simply stop revolving. Lowering 
the tailstock pressure further enables you 
to stop the work and inspect it without 
switching off the lathe. Priced 
at £29.50 (valid until 31 
December 2015) – see 
www.axminster.co.uk  
for more info.

Clarke woodburning stoves
As the days become shorter, the 
nights become longer and those 
chilly days start to creep back, 
why not beat the cold with a Clarke 
woodburning stove from Machine 
Mart – perfect for your workshop. 
The range includes those 
manufactured from durable cast- 
iron as well as those which are more 
compact and efficient. Many have 
also been approved by DEFRA for 
burning wood in smokeless zones 
and feature precise screw adjustable 
air control. Prices start from £298 
– see www.machinemart.co.uk for 
more info. 

News
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2015 Ultimate Tradesman
IRWIN Tools recently announced the winner of the 2015 National 
Tradesmen Day competition as Stacey Greenwell from Stoke-on-Trent, 
who impressed the expert judging panel with his dedication to the 
community. He was nominated for his commitment to rejuvenating 
what would be derelict areas of town, in order to provide homes 
and jobs for those in need. He was one of hundreds of nationwide 
nominations and beat five other finalists to be crowned the 2015 
Ultimate Tradesman. As this year’s winner, Stacey will drive home a 
brand new Ford F150 4×4 truck worth over £35,000. He commented: 
“I’m so thrilled to win the competition. 
It feels good to know the work I do 
is appreciated and this award is a 
testament to the great team of 
individuals I work alongside. I never 
win anything and I know my family 
will be really proud.”

To keep up-to-date with news 
of National Tradesmen Day 2016, 
visit www.irwin.co.uk.

kregtool.eu
Find your nearest stockist
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COURSEDIARY
If you’re finding it a little chilly in your 
workshop, why not check out the great 
selection of courses we’ve put together 
for you this month?

November 
3–8 Guitars 
3–8 Renaissance and baroque viols 
3–8 Traditional stringed and keyboard 
instruments  
3–8 Violins, violas or cellos 
West Dean College 
West Dean, near Chichester 
West Sussex PO18 0QZ 
Tel: 01243 811 301 
Web: www.westdean.org.uk

2–3 & 19–20 Beginners woodturning 
5 Introduction to Leigh jigs * 
5 & 24 Pen making (Axminster & 
Sittingbourne) 
9 Kitchen/door jointing 
10–11 Beginners routing * 
12 Fine-tuning hand planes 
13 Sharpening 
13 Sharpening with Tormek hand tools * 
19–20 Woodcarving with Paul Gardner 
23–24 Machining for restoration 
24 Christmas decorations & gifts (1 day)  
25 & 26 Turned boxes (advanced)  
26 Turning a pestle & mortar 
28 Spindle moulding * 
30–4 Windsor chair 
* Course held in Sittingbourne, Kent 
Axminster Tools & Machinery 
Unit 10 Weycroft Avenue 
Axminster 
Devon EX13 5PH 
Tel: 08009 751 905 
Web: www.axminster.co.uk

December 
2 Green wood spoon carving 
3–6 Woodcarving – a creative exploration 
4–7 The apprentice’s dovetailed box 
17 & 18 Woodturning – make a small bowl 
18–20 Woodturning – bowls with texture 
West Dean College 
West Dean, near Chichester 
West Sussex PO18 0QZ 
Tel: 01243 811 301 
Web: www.westdean.org.uk

30–4 & 28–2 Windsor chair 
1 Pen making * 
3 Turning pepper mills * 
5 Turning a pestle & mortar * 
8 Pyrography – Ben Beddows 
11 Sharpening with Tormek * 
12 Scrollsaw course * 
16 Festool demo day * 
* Course held in Sittingbourne, Kent 
Axminster Tools & Machinery 
Unit 10 Weycroft Avenue 
Axminster 
Devon EX13 5PH 
Tel: 08009 751 905 
Web: www.axminster.co.uk
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Kerb appeal
Your eyes are not deceiving you, this is in fact a 
stunning 1:1 scale wooden replica of a 1955 Mercedes 
Gullwing classic car, which weighs in at a hefty two 
tonnes and is one of only two believed to exist in the 
world. Furniture Clinic was called on to restore this 
extremely rare replica, which was painstakingly 
fashioned from teak.

The wooden car, which comes with front wheels 
that can steer, was acquired at the start of the year 
by car enthusiast Jeremy Harvey. It’s a beautiful thing 
and the owner has been told that the cost of the wood 
alone runs into the tens of thousands and he’s had an 
estimate for the car of around £30,000. The Gullwing 
is currently in a warehouse although many carpenters 
have admired it and have told Jeremy what an 
amazing piece of work it is, and we agree!

The North of England Woodworking  
& Power Tool Show 2015
Taking place at the end of this month (20–22 November) is the The North of England 
Woodworking & Power Tool Show, which is the largest and longest established retail 
woodworking and power tool show in the Country. If you’re looking for a fun and informative 
day out, then the ‘Harrogate’ show has it all. Expect to see demonstrations from 30 leading 
woodturners, plus a woodworking clinic, great prizes to be won in the free raffle and more 
than 70 companies exhibiting their wares. Buy your tickets online to take advantage of 
some savings. You can also meet the Editor who will be manning the GW magazine stand! 
   The venue for this event is Harrogate’s Great Yorkshire Showground – to find out more 
see the website: www.skpromotions.co.uk.

New website for Robert Sorby
Woodworkers have a new and exciting resource at their disposal after Robert Sorby announced 
the launch of its new website. The website has been built using the latest in responsive design 
meaning it will be easy to use on all computer devices and Smart phones.

As well as in-depth product information on a huge array of Robert Sorby woodworking tools 
and accessories, the new site offers the opportunity to download product instructions, view 

engaging and informative films, win fantastic 
prizes and gives users the chance to provide 
advice and opinion on its online forum.

The site also boasts an interactive flip-through 
digital catalogue, allowing browsers to click-
through from links in the catalogue pages to 
website pages, where further info and engaging 
content is available at the click of a mouse.

Woodworkers wanting to find a stockist 
can easily find directions through the website’s 

use of Google’s Maps. And a handy link under each stockist’s contact details takes the browser 
straight to their preferred stockist’s Robert Sorby pages.

Visit the Resources menu for a range of additional exciting features including the ‘Tools’ and 
‘Techniques’ pages where some of the world’s best known woodturners let you into their secrets. 
Visitors can also see where the Robert Sorby team will be demoing tools on the ‘Events’ page.

Future plans include having an online review section where users can rate tools and a Robert 
Sorby tools users’ gallery where woodworkers will be invited to send in pictures of their work  
and what tools they used to complete it. To see it for yourselves, visit www.robert-sorby.co.uk.

Restored by Furniture Clinic, this 1:1 
scale wooden replica has to be seen 
to be believed!
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I am a private advertiser. Please enter my advertisement in the Reader Ads in the following category:

 Wanted or          For Sale under the following heading

 Hand tools  Power tools  Timber 
 Machinery  Turning  Miscellaneous

My advertisement reads as follows:

...........................................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................  

 My advertisement is for more than £500. I enclose a cheque for £10 made payable to My Time Media Ltd

Name ..............................................................................................................................

Address ...........................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................

Postcode ...............................................................    ..............................................................

Simply fill out this form, including your name 
and address, and post it to:

Reader Ads, Good Woodworking, Enterprise 
Way, Edenbridge, Kent TN8 6HF

If you don’t want to cut up your magazine, you 
can photocopy this coupon or simply write out 
your ad on a sheet of paper and send it to us. 

Alternatively, if your advertisement is for goods 
worth less than £500, you can email the details 
to tegan.foley@mytimemedia.com 

FREE
ad here

Book your

Machinery
Coronet lathe with 3ft bed, Henry Taylor Master chuck and woodturning chisels. 
Any reasonable offers considered     01543 279 310 (Staffs)

Kity K5 Combination machine. Saw, planer/thicknesser, spindle moulder.  
Old machine in really good condition with a host of extras; £300     

 07707 242 948 (Oxon)

Makita MLT100 sawbench, on moveable trolley, little used; £150 
  01992 627 927 (Waltham Cross)

Poolewood lathe. Variable-speed, 1,219mm between centres, twin bed bars. 
1hp reversible motor; £325     01664 812 520 (Melton Mowbray)

News

Power tools
Bosch GOF 2000CE Professional router. Brand new with accessories, unused; 
£250     01629 814 572 (Derbyshire)

Black & Decker sander, 1⁄3-sheet orbital finishing model, 135W, in good boxed 
condition with dust extraction kit; £10     01189 712 472 (West Berkshire)

Hand tools
Stanley ratchet brace, 8in swing two-jaw model in excellent condition, with 
a selection of auger and flat bits; £35     01189 712 472 (West Berkshire)

Stanley Bailey No.4 smoothing plane in excellent condition with wooden 
handles; £20     01189 712 472 (West Berkshire)

Wanted
Spiers/Norris/Henley planes wanted by private collector; any quote beaten. 
Call Ron Lowe on     01530 834 581 (Leics)

Woodworking hand tools, especially old wood and metal planes, wanted 
by collector. Write to Mr B Jackson, 10 Ayr Close, Stamford PE9 2TS or call 
  01780 751 768 (Lincs)

Woodworking tools: planes by Norris, Spiers, Mathieson, Preston, Slater, 
etc., brass braces, interesting rules and spirit levels; top prices paid, auction 
prices beaten     01647 432 841 (Devon)

  
Peter Sefton is holding a hand tool day at 
his Wood Workers Workshop, so why not 
visit the workshop, meet Peter and see 
professional demonstrations taking place. 
There will be loads of tools for sale alongside 
hand tools sourced from some of the best 
English toolmakers, plus benefit from expert 
advice on buying tools and see Peter 

demonstrating hand tool techniques. 
The event takes place on 28 November – 
see www.woodworkersworkshop.co.uk.

n n n
Fancy taking part in a two-day coppicing 
course helping to restore local woodland 
around the Malvern Hills and the Teme 
valley? The course takes place from 21–22 

November and is organised by Malvern 
Coppicing. See www.malverncoppicing.co.uk.

n n n
Charnwood Woodworking Machinery will 
be appearing at a few road shows over the 
coming months: on 7 November they will 
be at Yandles & Son Ltd, and see them at 
Toolite’s in-store show from 4–5 December.

OFFCUTS

Miscellaneous
15-20 pieces of hardwoods, approximately 3ft long, of various types, widths and 
thicknesses; make me an offer     01619 762 525 (Cheshire)

Tormek SVH-320 jig for grinding planer blades; £80     01793 771 898 (Swindon)

Brand new pine wall wine display  
held with two large screws; £10     

 Matthew  – 07858 728 376
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Andy King, Technical Editor
andy.king@mytimemedia.com

New products, tools and tests

I’m still a fledgling woodturner, and 
as with other forms of woodworking, 
I’m continually learning; although 

woodturning definitely does need a lot 
more concentration when attempting the 
finer side of things, as one lapse usually 
results in a catch with disastrous results.

For me, a smaller lathe never seems quite 
as daunting, and as I’m unlikely to turn a full 

set of stair parts or table legs, suits me 
perfectly. Having had a chance to look at 
the Nova Comet II from Teknatool, I found 
it’s one that makes life that bit easier for me 
and should do the same for any novice or 
intermediate turner looking for a well-built, 
stable and easy to use machine. It also has the 
added bonus of being able to fit an extension 
bed, if you do want to start working on longer 

pieces. It also has a 3⁄4hp motor, which 
allows you to gain that bit more ‘oomph’ 
on bigger pieces, resulting in quite meaty 
cuts if needed, but for me its real comfort 
zone is the finer side of things, especially 
working to its ‘out of the box’ capacities 
rather than extending the beds.

▲ The banjo secures solidly with excellent 
quality fittings

▲ There’s plenty of power for higher torque applications

Hits the spot
The Nova Comet II wood lathe is ideal for beginner 
turners and offers great results, but a digital readout 
and bigger beds would make a world of difference
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Solid build
So looking more closely at that solid and 
robust build, it has cast-iron beds, a silky 
smooth operating quill and easily adjustable 
firm holding toolrest, although here I found 
it a little wanting due to it only being 150mm 
long, which means that any longer spindle-
type work requires you to move the rest 
along a little – a longer rest would allow 
for an easier operation here.

The tailstock allows for easy adjustment, 
which means that it scores highly for me. 
It’s well thought out with the locking lever 
in easy reach for quick adjustments; no 
reaching round the back for levers and 
knobs as can be the case on rival machines.

Variable-speed
But for me, the variable-speed is the real game 
changer. Like routing, lathe work demands 
similar principles so smaller work can be 
spun faster, whereas bigger work needs to be 
slowed down to work safely. On belt change 
machines there’s always a tendency to go 
for a ‘middle for diddle’ belt setting that 
gives the best compromise between the 
two, as belt swaps can be a pain.

The variable-speed on the Comet II is 
operated by a dial on the right of the bed 
with a good range of speeds across its three 

settings. These three settings mean that belt 
swaps aren’t eliminated, but you can set the 
machine to the work you are doing and slow 
it down to do the roughing and centralising 
work before stepping it up once it is round 
and true.

There’s also a crossover of speeds within 
these settings so you can sit it in one speed 
ratio while still allowing a bit of leeway into 
another ratio if needed.

Need for digital
The swapping of the belt is simple: the plastic 
front cover hinges to lift away and gives full 
access to the drives while a small external 
Bristol lever secures the tensioning lever to 
change the positions easily. My only gripe 
here is the sticker that indicates the speeds: 
the writing is so small that it is difficult to see 
where you are at when altering the speed, but 
I guess you soon begin to get an idea of what 

▲ The lathe is put into reverse with a simple
flick of a switch 

▲ This lever and handle combination is used to 
swap the belt position

▲ The speeds around the controller dial are very 
hard to read!

▲ The top pulley has 12 indexing positions

▲ You lock the pulley wheel by pulling out and 
rotating this disc

▲ A well-positioned lock makes tailstock 
adjustments very easy

▲ Top quality fittings, such as the quill advance, 
are a theme throughout the lathe

▲ Between centres work is a very smooth, 
quiet and vibration-free ride

▲ The toolrest is a tad short for longer 
spindle-type work
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Prices
Our product prices reflect 
typical values as we go to 
press. We cannot guarantee 
these prices, though, and 
thoroughly recommend 
that you shop around. 

How we rate…
★  Don’t get your hopes up or your wallet out!
★★ Well, it works but really needs improvement 
★★★ Performs well, but you will find better
★★★★ Great performance and value for money
★★★★★ So good, even Andy would get his wallet out!

feels right as you become more confident. 
I’d be inclined to make a simple chart to 
indicate the speeds at set positions and stick 
it to the headstock pulley case for easier 
reference. Who knows, maybe the MKIII 
will have an easier to read dial or better 
still, a digital readout!

Alongside the speed dial is a small switch 
that alters the spindle direction to aid 
sanding work. You have to remember that 
in reversing the direction, anything screwed 
to the drive spindle can unscrew itself so any 
faceplate or chuck has to have a securing 
grub screw or similar. Whichever direction 
the lathe is running, it’s a very smooth and 
whisper quiet operation with no vibration 
through the spindle.

No.2 Morse taper
The lathe has the bigger No.2 Morse taper 
fitting for the head and tailstock, normally 
associated with bigger lathes, which helps 
to achieve maximum surface bearing when 
the lathe is under load. The tailstock is also 
self-ejecting with any fitment removed by 
winding the quill back in. You can still eject 
through the hollow tailstock using the supplied 
rod if necessary; the same hollow feature is 
replicated in the headstock.

At the drive end the thread is a 1in × 
8tpi spindle for faceplate and chuck work, 
but if you already own other chucks and 
accessories from a different lathe spindle 
profile, there are thread adaptors available.

At the rear of the headstock is a large 
spring-loaded rotating disc that serves the 
dual purpose of acting as a spindle lock for 
removing accessories screwed to the spindle, 
or for decorative work, as an indexing pin, 
engaging into any of the 12 positions, holding 
firmly while you work.

In use
Before giving the lathe a workout, I did a minor 
bit of fettling: a little coat of paste wax along 
the beds to help the banjo and tailstock run 
more freely being the main one, with a run 
over the toolrest with a fine file to soften its 
quite sharp edge, which will allow chisels to 
move freely without snagging.

I started by turning a bowl or two to check 
the higher torque involved – no problem in 
this area and I was taking some pretty meaty 
cuts to true the blank as well as the general 
shaping. Maybe not as attacking as our own 
Les Thorne when he goes in with a chisel, but 
I was happy enough! It’s certainly a real boon 
to be able to set a relatively slow speed to true 
the blank before ramping it up with the dial to 
get nice clean cuts rather than swapping belts!

However, being a smaller lathe with limited 
capacity over the beds, I did find it made life 
more difficult when trying to take some cuts 
with traditional long-handled tools, specifically 
dropping the handle, as it clashed on the bed.

Also the tailstock gets you bunched up when 
working directly in line, but that particular 
problem is easily rectified by slipping the 
tailstock off the beds, which affords you 
plenty of elbow room.

Conclusion
I do like making pen kits and I’ve been putting 
the lathe to work in this area extensively and 
it hasn’t let me down at all. The lathe is so easy 
to adjust for initial setting up as well as speeds 
and runs so smoothly in use. I’ve been getting 
really great results throughout and I’m 
certainly far more confident and able 
to experiment since it’s been with me.

Only a couple of minor niggles keep 
this lathe from hitting top marks, but it’s 
a lathe that hits the spot nonetheless. GW

 The  Verdict
+ Variable-speed; big motor; 2MT; easy 
reach adjustments; solid build quality

– Short toolrest; very difficult to see 
the speeds on the dial

Rating 
Typical price: £474.95 (inc VAT)
Weight: 35kg
Motor: 550W
Speeds: 250-680rpm; 530-1,420rpm; 
1,380-4,000rpm
Head and tailstock bore: No.2 Morse taper
Swing over bed: 305mm 
Max distance between centres: 420mm 
Web: www.brimarc.com

▲ Working the insides of bowls is easier with 
the tailstock removed

▲ Using a chuck is a great way to expand your 
horizons with any lathe

▲ The variable-speed makes the Nova brilliant 
for smaller projects, such as pen kits

▲ The Nova Comet II wood lathe – the beginner’s dream!
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Treatex Hardwax Oil 

YOU WON’T HAVE 
TO TIGHTEN 
YOUR BUDGET...
WITH OUR RANGE OF FIXINGS!

 £12.50
1000 SCREWS 

ONLY

PACK

Ulti-Mate II Tester Pack

• 1000 high performance
   wood screws

     PACK CONTAINS
   200 of each: 4.0 x 25mm. 4.0 x 30mm. 
 4.0 x 40mm. 4.0 x 50mm. 5.0 x 70mm.

Order Code: 712743097

ORDER BY 8PM 
GET IT NEXT DAY

FREE DELIVERY 
OVER £45*

FREE RETURNS 
WITHIN 30 DAYS

MINIMUM 
5 YEAR GUARANTEE

LOCKED DOWN 
PRICES

CHECK OUT 
OUR MOBILE 
WEBSITE

*Ex VAT

0808 168 28 28 IronmongeryDirect.com
CALL 7am-8pm 7 days a week ONLINE Shop 24/7!

FIND US ON

CALL 0808 168 28 28 OR 
GO ONLINE TO GET YOUR 
FREE CATALOGUE!

▲ Apply the Treatex with the lathe running 
on a slow speed and burnish as it runs

Treatex yourself!
Top marks are awarded for this oil 
finish, which offers exceptional 
durability and is easy to apply

A lthough this product is ideally, and 
primarily, suited for architectural 
internal woodwork, such as doors and 

floors, having recently attended a weekend 
woodworking show where it was being 
demonstrated, it piqued my interest to say 
the least! On the Treatex stand was a water 
feature turned from a variety of timbers. 

It was finished in Treatex 
Hardwax Oil and water 
bubbled up through and 
cascaded over it for two days solid without 
any sign of breakdown. It certainly shows 
that any general spills won’t worry it!

So with the resurrection of my turning, 
this is certainly a great finish for bowls or other 
turned work that may come into contact with 
moisture intermittently and it has also been 
independently tested as a safe product for use 
on children’s toys. 

In use
For the turned work I tried it on, I applied a 
first coat with a cloth on a slow spinning lathe, 
allowing the oil to penetrate in and burnish 
before leaving it to dry. The downside is that 
it’s quite slow drying, but after I’d applied a 
second coat and left it to dry, the result 
was a beautiful sheen and silky finish.

 The  Verdict
+ Exceptional durability; easy to apply

–  Longish drying times for some applications

Rating 
Typical price: £16 for a 0.5l tin
Finishes: Gloss; Satin; Matt
Sizes available: 0.5; 1; 2.5; 10l (gloss not 
available in 0.5l)
Drying time: 3-6 hours between coats
Web: www.treatex.co.uk

Conclusion
If you’re looking for durability and 
enhancement of grain features as well 
as water resistance, Treatex is well worth 
the outlay. GW

▲ After it dries, a second coat 
is applied to leave a durable 
water-resistant satin finish
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Kit & Tools CompacTool turning set

 The  Verdict
+ Ideal for smaller lathes; top quality 
construction

–  You may have to regrind to suit your own 
purposes; deeper bowl cuts can be hard on 
the wrists

Rating 
Typical price: £69.96 (inc VAT)
Average length: 285mm
Steel: M2 HSS
Tools included: 25mm bowl scraper; 12mm 
roughing gouge; 12mm skew chisel; 10mm 
spindle gouge; 10mm bowl gouge; 1.5mm 
narrow parting tool
Web: www.toolpost.co.uk

In testing the Nova Comet II lathe, one 
thing I found was that turning bowls 
or anything directly over the beds was a 

struggle with longer turning tools, as in some 
instances, the handles prevented me from 
dropping them far enough to achieve the cut. 
I also had to remove the tailstock to access 
the work with the tools more easily, so having 
recently had a chat with Peter Hemsley, 
owner of The ToolPost, he informed me he 
had a set of short tools that were specially 
commissioned from renowned toolmakers 
Henry Taylor Tools under their Hamlet 
brand, which sounded like a good solution.

Tools up close
Having a  closer look at this set it’s 
immediately evident that these are of 
excellent quality. The set features short ash 
handles of around 150mm long including 
the brass ferrule, along with polished M2 
HSS blades, which give the three gouges – 
roughing, spindle and bowl – an overall 
length of around 285mm.

Slightly shorter than this are the 12mm 
skew chisel and the 25mm bowl scraper, 
which are both around 250mm long.

Completing the set is a very thin, almost 
knife-like parting tool, with a blade just over 
1mm-thick and an overall length of 220mm, 
including the handle, which is ideally suited 
for finer and smaller pieces.

No compromise
Although shorter, there’s no compromise in 
the blades as each is as chunky and substantial 
as a standard length chisel allowing bigger 
cuts to be made with ease, but it’s being able 
to manoeuvre easily around the work that sets 
these tools apart.

As with all turning chisels, the 
manufacturer’s idea of optimum bevel or 
cutting profile and that of the end user may 
be different, so you may have to tinker to reach 
your personal preference, but aside from this, 
putting these chisels to use, I was immediately 
at home and more confident in making a cut, 
especially on over the bed or bowl work where, 
with longer tools, I was finding it difficult to 
get the cut I wanted.

However, as these are short tools, I found 
that when making either a substantial cut or 
working on a deeper bowl, the shorter handle 
imparts more strain on the holding hand. 
This is where the cantilever action of a longer 
handle reduces the strain but also introduces 
manoeuvrability issues, so it’s a case of 
compromise and taking finer cuts to keep 
things on a steady plane. 

I also found the shorter length advantageous 
on between centre work, especially when 
making pen kits, as I discovered they were 
ideal for finer close quarter control. The thin 
parting tool is also an exceptionally useful 
addition on smaller work for either decorative 
grooves or general parting work.

I found it perfect when making a pen that 
needed 3mm of the turned barrel removed 
to act as a spigot – I had no tool that was fine 
enough to do this until this one came to hand 
and it worked like a charm.

Conclusion
As a set, these chisels have plenty going for 
them, especially if you like working on smaller 
pieces such as trinket boxes, small platters and 
bowls, etc. They are a great addition to any 
turner’s kit for such work irrespective of the 
size of lathe.

Any novice should find they work really well 
and allow you to address the work correctly, 
no matter what the project. They’ve certainly 
made life easier for me on the Nova since I’ve 
had them on test, so it looks like I may well 
have to invest in a set! GW

This set of tools is specially designed
for smaller lathes and working in close 
quarters – ideal for novices, and there’s 
no compromise on build quality

Shorter 
& better

▲ The short length allows easy access without 
removing the headstock

▲ Taking deeper cuts can be strenuous on the 
wrist so a finer cut works best
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Easy Wood turning tools

 The  Verdict
+  Hassle-free; replaceable tips; very simple 
to use

–  Expensive; the finish isn’t as polished 
as on a traditional chisel

Rating 
Typical price: From £56.95
Profiles available: Scraper; finishing; 
profile; hollowing set
Handle sizes: Three available
Web: www.woodworkersworkshop.co.uk

While we’d all like to be as adroit 
at woodturning as our own 
Les Thorne or others of his ilk, 

inevitably there will be some who struggle, 
who want to turn in the easiest way possible, 
so step up to the plate, Easy Wood!

In general, the rule of thumb of turning is 
to keep the bevel rubbing, but to achieve this 
involves a lot of tipping, turning and twisting 
of the tools to gain the profile you desire, 
but get it wrong and the inevitable happens…

Snags, catches and disasters are but a 
millisecond away if the tool is addressed to the 
work incorrectly, but the Easy Wood tools all 
but eliminate the catches and snags, and also 
eliminate the need to have the bevel rubbing, 
along with the need to be a contortionist to 
get the tool in the correct position.

Just three tools
Each tool offers similar attributes: a solid 
square bar fitted to a long handle with three 
different lengths available, so you can select 
one that fits your work practices. At the end 
of each bar is the profile itself, featuring solid 
carbide tips. The roughing chisel has a square 
or slightly radiused profile; there is a round-
tipped chisel for finishing and a pointed 
profile tool for detailing work. There’s also 
a replaceable tip parting tool and a set of 
hollowing chisels for working vases and 
hollow vessels with restricted openings.

What makes life easy with all three of these 
tools is the way in which they are used. Each 
tool is kept in a parallel plane to the floor and 
simply moved along the toolrest. There’s no 
need to lift or twist the tool at all, as the cut is 
made by pushing and traversing the chisel on 
the rest, moving it into the workpiece to make 
the cut. It really is an easy way of turning as 
you’re not required to twist or alter the chisel’s 
position – all the work is done in a scraping 
fashion and all you need do is concentrate 
on getting your piece to the desired shape.

Quick cutting
The chisels cut very quickly and the scraping 
and shaping tools can have their tips rotated 
to gain a fresh edge as needed, but with each 
chisel addressing the work in a direct scraping 
action. Despite making shavings, I found 
there is some detriment to the finish achieved 
in comparison to traditional chisels. On bowl 
work especially, I found the changes in grain 
direction gave rise to some rougher areas as 

the chisels dealt with a cross-grain scenario 
both on the outer edge and inside the bowl. 
Taking finer, lighter cuts helps reduce this but 
it is still evident when compared to the finish 
a dedicated chisel will leave.

On spindle type-work between centres, 
the finish is better although you still can’t 
quite get the glassy finish of the skew or a 
properly controlled gouge, so it does mean 
there’s greater need for more abrasives than 
traditional turning would call for.

This is the downside, but while the Easy 
Wood tools are not cheap, if you struggle 
to address the tools correctly, these certainly 
get you in the right ball park to achieve some 
classic pieces. Anyone suffering a disability that 
may hinder the dexterity of arm movement 
that traditional turning requires could certainly 
gain a way into the craft with these tools.

The specialist hollow chisels are a little 
different, as these are designed for use 
in restricted openings. The finish isn’t 
paramount as it’s unlikely to be examined 
closely so these chisels may well find favour 
with the most dyed in the wool traditional 
turner looking to expand into such areas.

Conclusion
Alongside the benefits of easier turning, 
you may consider the additional costs involved 
in traditional tools and keeping them sharp. 
Some turners can work directly from a fast dry 
grinder with great success but many of us have 
to go for the often expensive jigs and grinding 
options and the Easy Wood tools eliminate all 
of these additional costs, as you just need to 
buy a new tip as and when.

So all in all, these tools do make life far 
easier for anyone struggling to use traditional 
gouges, although you do have to accept the 
trade-off in terms of the ultimate clean finish 
they afford you. GW

A powerful trio

▲ Each tool addresses the work at around 90° 
to make the cut

▲ The finish from the Easy Wood tool on the left 
of the blank isn’t as clean as the right, which 
was completed using a bowl gouge

▲ Between centres work is again a very easy 
task using these tools

▲ I found the resulting finish  
is cleaner than on bowl work

These two curved tools  
are part of a set to work 
vessels with narrow openings

These tools are easy to use, well made 
and allow for quick cutting, although 
the price and the finish achieved on 
some work do let them down a little

▲

Kit & Tools
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Based upon a metalworking linisher, 
the first thing to note is that the 
ProEdge is not a machine designed 

for heavy grinding; this is a piece of kit for 
dressing and sharpening tools that are 
in need of restoring to their former glory.

Any substantial damage such as bigger chips 
or major reshaping of a profile is best done on 
a fast grinder before moving onto the ProEdge, 
which will allow you to define the profile and 
bring it up to cutting performance.

On doing so, you have at your hands an 
exceptionally versatile machine that when 
fitted with the appropriate belt – either 
aluminium oxide, zirconium, ceramic or 
trizact compositions, which are designed to 
cut metal, rather than grind it  – will work 

across all manner of steels from 
high carbon through to HSS and 
tungsten carbide as well as glass, 
ceramics and natural stone.

Despite not being quite as nippy as 
a fast wheel grinder, when fitted with a 
coarser belt you can achieve some decent 
removal to sort out smaller nicks or reshapes 
successfully and fitted with the appropriate 
grit, finer honing is easy to achieve.

Alongside this, removing the belt cover 
reveals a hub that allows a pigtail mandrel 
to be fitted, so a polishing wheel can be 
mounted to achieve razor-sharp edges.

Complex grinds
It must be noted that when attempting a 
coarser grind, you can cause heat to build 
up – this isn’t a problem on HSS tools but on 
carbon steel, unless quenched, it can still burn 
an edge and pull the temper. If you do go for 
a heavier grind on such steel, then you need 
to be careful. The ProEdge is all about finer, 

light touches in general and should be used 
as a honing device rather than a grinder.

Aside from this, the real power and 
innovation of the ProEdge lies in the very 
nifty toolrest and its fast adjustment between 
common angles. This takes care of a whole 
raft of general grinds, and alongside it, the 
lower boss bar allows more complex grinds on 
turning gouges of bowl and fingernail profiles.

Easy angles
Looking at the toolrest platform firstly, the 
cleverly designed pivoting rest is fixed to a 
large template with a series of holes that, as 
it pivots quickly, align to any of nine common 
angles from 15 through to 90°, which can then 
be held with a substantial screw-in locking pin 
to secure it while you work.

A front panel on the ProEdge indicates the 
angle each hole represents as well as some 
very useful reference info, which shows the 
tools that are normally ground to these 

▲ The supplied jigs

▲ The captive spanner is used to lock off the toolrest ▲ This front reference panel shows the angles for each hole

British-built 
brilliance
Proudly made in Sheffield, this deluxe sharpening 
system is simple, quick and effective in use – 
ideal for dressing and honing your tools



  www.getwoodworking.com  Special 2015  GW299 21

Robert Sorby ProEdge Plus deluxe sharpening system

▲ There’s an option to fit a pigtail mandrel to 
the ProEdge

specific angles. Any angles outside of the 
presets are easily held by tightening the tool 
fence pivot pin with the clever captive spanner 
– no chance of mislaying this one! This pivot 
pin lock should also be used for the presets 
to ensure a solid working platform. Once 
tightened off, the desired position is held very 
securely: there is no flexing or deflection when 
the tools are placed on it ready for action.

A slot within the toolrest takes the jigs for 
standard work on square-edge bevels, such 
as chisels and planes or skew chisels for 
turning work. 

The belt carrier can be tilted back to help 
achieve a comfortable working position when 
working any tools, and shallower angled tools, 
such as skews, are far easier in this position 
although in general, I found it more 
comfortable to use the ProEdge with 
it tilted back rather than bolt upright.

Working any tool is a cinch; either by 
adjusting the toolrest to a specific angle 
and using the appropriate jig for 90° work 
or for skews and moving the tools across the 
belt to make a consistent, accurate grind.

As well as this, a neat ‘V’ block jig that 
allows a roughing gouge to sit squarely to 
the belt means you can simply rotate the 
gouge within the ‘V’ block to make the grind.

It’s equally as easy to freehand grind by 
placing the tool on the toolrest and adjusting 
it until the bevel sits fully on the belt and 
making the grind as per the jig work.

Boss bar
Removing the toolrest allows the boss 
bar to come into play. This is simply a rod 
positioned low and in front of the belt onto 
which you slide a substantial pivot hub – 
this then takes the Fingernail Profile Arm 
Jig. Altering the chisel projection within 
the jig as well as the angle at which it 
addresses the belt means that any profile 
can be replicated with easy repeatability 
and with its free movement, it’s very easy 
to pivot and sweep the tool to maintain 
contact for a perfect profile each and 
every time.

Conclusion 
There are two versions of the ProEdge 
available: the basic version, which comes 
without any jigs – just the machine – so the 
better option for across the board versatility 
has to be the ‘Plus’ reviewed here as it has 
three jigs, but with the oversight of omitting 
a square edge jig, which has to be purchased 
as an optional extra. Even so, the ProEdge is 
such a simple, quick and effective tool that it 
would fit in well in most workshops no matter 
what tools you need to keep up to scratch.

Add to this the fact it’s made in the UK 
(Sheffield) and the build quality is excellent 
from top to toe. No corners have been cut here 
to save money and you’ll not find any cheap 
knobs or adjusters – Chinese manufacturers 
take note! GW

▲ You use these two tommy bars to track the belt

▲ Repeatable, fast accuracy is what makes the ProEdge sing

▲ The ‘V’ block cradle allows roughing gouges to be easily worked

▲ A substantial cam lever applies the belt tension

 The  Verdict
+ Fast and effective; easy to alter angles; 
repeatability; made in UK

– No square jig provided as standard

Rating 
Typical price: £365.13
Motor: 1⁄2hp
Belt speed: 440 metres per minute
Belt width: 50mm 
Preset common angles: Nine
Supplied jigs: Skew; fingernail; 
roughing gouge
Web: www.robert-sorby.co.uk



WHERE QUALITY 
COSTS LESS

SUPERSTORES 
NATIONWIDE

NOW

 SHEET 
SANDERS

CON300
EXC.VAT

£16.79
INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£13.99

*110V in stock 
 MODEL SHEET SIZE MOTOR EXC.VAT INC.VAT
COS200 190X90mm 150W £13.99 £16.79
C0N300 230X115mm 330W £32.99 £39.59
Makita  112X102mm 200W £54.99 £65.99
BO455*

DISC SANDER 
(305MM)

 Powerful, bench mounted 
disc sander  900W
 No load 

disc speed: 
1490rpm 
 305mm 

Disc Dia. (1 x 
60 grit sanding 
disc included) 
 Dimensions 

(LWH): 
440x437
x386mm

EXC.VAT
£143.98

INC.VAT

£119.98

CDS300B

BLADE TENSIONING 
CONTROL

 6" BELT/
9" DISC 
SANDER 

 4" BELT/
6" DISC 
SANDER

 • Dust extraction  
facility 
• 4" x 36" belt 
tilts & locks 
0-90° 
• 225mm x 
160mm   
table, tilts 0-90° 
• 370w, 230v 
motor

 • Includes stand 
• 1 Hp/ 230v/ 
1ph motor

 • Includes two 
tables  • 550w 
230v motor. 

CS6-9C

 • Simple fast assembly 
in minutes using only a 
hammer

 ALSO 
EXTRA WIDE 
INDUSTRIAL 

UNITS 
AVAILABLEPER SHELF

 (evenly 
distributed) 
Strong 9mm 
fi breboard 
shelves

CHOICE OF 5 COLOURS

RED, BLUE, BLACK, 
SILVER & GALVANISED 

STEEL

  BOLTLESS 
SHELVING BENCHES

CS4-6D

 RANDOM ORBITAL 
SANDER

 • For sanding 
 & polishing 
• 125mm
 diameter 
 sanding discs 
• 4000-11000 opm  INC 5 DISCS

CROS1
EX.VAT

£35.98
INC.VAT

£29.98

SAVE 
10%

WHEN YOU BUY 
ANY MIX OF 5 

FROM THIS RANGE
SAVE AT LEAST
£17.99 INC.VAT

MULTI FUNCTION 
TOOL WITH 
ACCESSORY KIT

•  Great for sawing, cutting, sanding, polishing, 
chiselling & much more
• 250w motor
• Variable speed

CMFT250

EXC.VAT
£44.39

INC.VAT

£36.99

 £84.99

INC.VAT

EX.VAT
 £101.99

EXC.VAT
£250.80

INC.VAT

£209.00

.98
EX.VAT

£29
.98
INC.VAT

£35

FROM ONLY
PLANERS & 
THICKNESSERS
 • Ideal for 
DIY & 
Hobby use
• Dual purpose, 
for both fi nishing 
& sizing of 
timber

CPT800

Top Quality Bandsaws - ideal for professional workshop use. Strong 
steel body with solid cast iron table featuring induction motors 
• Table tilts 45° • Adjustable blade guide • Supplied with 4 TPI wood cutting 
blade, rip fence, mitre guide and push stick

MAGNIFIED 
MITRE 
GUIDE

SOLID 
GROUND 

CAST 
IRON 
TABLE

MULTI-
STEP DUST 

EXTRACTION 
OUTLET

QUICK 
RELEASE 
FENCE

DRIVE-BELT 
TENSIONING

FLEXIBLE 
LED 

WORKLIGHT

REMOVABLE 
DUST TRAY

ONLY
  

EXC.VAT

INC.VAT419.98£ 
349.98£ 

ONLY
  

EXC.VAT

INC.VAT538.80£ 
449.00£ 

BANDSAWS

OSCILLATING 
BOBBIN SANDER

Provides exceptional fi nishes for deep 
& wide work pieces, front 
edges & narrow inner curves 
• Dust collection port 
• Inc. 5 sanding 
sleeves/ bobbins 
• 330mm table 
height

COBS1

 TABLE
SAWS

 INCLUDES LEFT 
& RIGHT TABLE 

EXTENSION

CTS10D

 *Moulded base

.98
EX.VAT

£69
.98
INC.VAT

£83

FROM ONLY

 (evenly 
distributed) 
Strong 12 mm 
fi breboard 
shelves

350
KG

PER SHELF

 MODEL  DIMS   
 WxDxH(mm) EXC.VAT INC.VAT
150kg 800x300x1500 £29.98 £35.98
350kg 900x400x1800 £49.98 £59.98

 MODEL MOTOR BLADE EXC.VAT INC.VAT
CTS800B 600w 200mm £69.98 £83.98
CTS11* 1500w 254mm £139.98 £167.98
CTS10D 1500w 254mm £159.98 £191.98

 BELT 
SANDERS

BS1

.98
EX.VAT

£29
.98
INC.VAT

£35

FROM ONLY

 • Ideal for surface removal, 
sanding and fi nishing

ABRASIVE SANDING 
BELTS IN STOCK

 MODEL WATT M/MIN EXC.VAT  INC.VAT
Clarke BS1 900W 380 £29.98 £35.98
Clarke CBS2 1200W  480 £69.98 £83.98
Makita 9911 650W  75-270 £94.99 £113.99

 POWER 
PLANERS

 MODEL INPUT DEPTH EXC.VAT INC.VAT
 POWER OF CUT 
Clarke CEP1 650W 2mm £23.99 £28.79
Einhell RT-PL82 850W 3mm £49.98 £59.98
B&D KW750K - GB 750W 2mm £57.99 £69.59

 MODEL  MOTOR MAX THICK. EXC. INC.
  CAPACITY VAT VAT
CPT600 1250W 120mm £169.98 £203.98
CPT800 1250W 120mm £199.98 £239.98
CPT1000 1500W 120mm £269.98  £323.98NEW

 STATIC PHASE 
CONVERTERS

 ROTARY 
PHASE 

CONVERTERS 
ALSO AVAILABLE

 • Run big 3 phase 
woodworking 
machines 
from 1 phase 
supply 
• Variable 
output power 
to match HP 
of motor to 
be run

 CONVERT 230V 
1PH TO 400V 3PH

PC60

 MODEL MAX.  FUSE EXC.VAT INC.VAT
 MOTOR HP   
PC20‡ 2HP 10Amps £209.00 £250.80
PC40# 3.5HP 20Amps £249.00 £298.80
PC60 † 5.5HP 32Amps £299.00 £358.80

‡ was £274.80 inc.VAT 
# was £322.80 inc.VAT 
† was £382.80 inc.VAT 

EXC.VAT

250.80
INC.VAT

PRICE CUT
NOW FROM

WAS £382.80 inc.VAT

209.00

£

£

EXC.VAT
£203.98

INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£169.98

EXC.VAT
£143.98

INC.VAT

ONLY
£119.98

CBS300

CBS350

MODEL THROAT MAX CUT MAX CUT
 DEPTH 90° 45° EXC.VAT INC.VAT 
CBS300 305mm/12" 165mm 115mm £349.98 £419.98
CBS350 340mm/14" 225mm 160mm £449.00 £538.80

TABLE SAW WITH 
EXTENSION 
TABLES (250mm)

 Ideal for cross cutting, 
ripping, angle and 

mitre cutting 
 Easy release 

/locking mechanism 
for table extensions 
 0-45° tilting blade 

 Cutting depth: 
72mm at 90° / 

65mm at 45° 
 230V/50Hz, 

Motor: 1800W,  
 Shown with 

optional leg kit 
CLK5 £22.99 exc.VAT 

£27.59 inc.VAT

CTS14

EXC.VAT
£143.98

INC.VAT

£119.98

1" BELT & 5" 
DISC SANDER

• Inc. 2 tilt/lock 
tables and mitre 

gauge 
• 300w 

motor

EXC.VAT
£77.99

INC.VAT

£64.99

CBS1-5

4" BELT/
8" DISC SANDER 

EXC.VAT
£167.98

INC.VAT

£139.98

CS4-8 

CIRCULAR SAWS
 Great range of DIY 

and professional 
saws  Ideal 
for bevel 
cutting 
(0-45°) 

*Includes 
laser guide 

CON185

EXC.VAT
£41.99

INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£34.99

MODEL MOTOR MAX CUT  
  90/45  
  (mm) EXC.VAT INC.VAT
 CCS185B 1200W 65/44 £34.99 £41.99
 CON185*# 1600W 60/40 £56.99 £68.39
 CCS2 1300W 60/45 £59.98 £71.98

# was £71.98 inc.VAT

NEW

*FURY power: 1500w (110V available)
‡RAGE power: 1800w/230V (110V available) 
table extensions included

255mm 
MULTI-
PURPOSE 
TABLE 
SAWS

 MODEL MAX  TABLE  EXC.  INC. 
 DEPTH CUT SIZE (mm) VAT VAT
 45° 90°  
FURY5* 54mm 73mm 625x444 £149.98 £179.98
RAGE5‡ 55mm 79mm 868x444 £269.00 £322.80 

EXC.VAT
£179.98

INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£149.98

NEW

NEW
RANGE

• 82mm 
cutting 
width

EXC.VAT
£28.79

INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£23.99

 QUALITY CAST 
IRON STOVES

OVER 20 GREAT
STYLES IN STOCK

 FLUES, COWLS & 
ACCESSORIES IN STOCK

LARGE & XL MODELS 
IN STOCK

6.9kW

11.8kW

EXC.VAT
£298.80

INC.VAT

£249.00

EXC.VAT
£107.98

INC.VAT

£89.98

BARREL
EXC.VAT

£250.80
INC.VAT

£209.00

6kW

POT 
BELLY

BUCKINGHAM

CEP1

ELECTRIC 
POWER 
FILE

CPF13

*Black & Decker
EXC.VAT

£53.99
INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£44.99

MODEL MOTOR EXC.VAT  INC.VAT
CPF13 400W/230V £44.99 £53.99
KA900E*  350W/230V £49.98 £59.98

• Variable 
belt speed 
• Tilting head 

CLK3 LEG STAND KIT FOR 
CTS10D - £29.99 INC VAT. 

LEG STAND KIT FOR 
CTS11 - £27.59 INC VAT

 WET 
& DRY 
VACUUM 
CLEANERS
 • Compact, high 
performance wet 
& dry vacuum 
cleaners for 
use around the 
home, workshop, 
garage etc.

EX.VAT
£57.59

INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£47.99

   CAPACITY EXC.  INC. 
 MODEL MOTOR WET/DRY  VAT VAT
CVAC20P 1250W 16/12ltr £47.99 £57.59
CVAC20SS* 1400W 16/12ltr £59.98 £71.98
CVAC25SS* 1400W 19/17ltr £64.99 £77.99
CVAC30SSR* 1400W 24/21ltr £86.99 £104.39

* SS = Stainless Steel

ELECTRIC 
HEATERS

• Adjustable 
heat output 
with thermostat

Rugged fan heaters 
with tough steel 
cabinets 

DEVIL 
6003

MODEL OUTPUT EXC.VAT INC.VAT
Devil 6002 0.7 – 2kW £39.98 £47.98
Devil 6003 1.5 – 3kW £49.98 £59.98
Devil 6005 2.5 – 5kW £74.99 £89.99
Devil 6009* 4.5 – 9kW £119.00 £142.80
Devil 6015# 5-10-15kW £179.00 £214.80
Devil 6025 0 – 22kW £289.00 £346.80

FULL RANGE OF 
ELECTRIC MODELS IN 
STOCK FROM ONLY 

£27.59 INC VAT

EXC.VAT
£47.98

INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£39.98

STAPLE/
NAIL GUNS

 All models include 
nail/staple pack 
and tough moulded 
case

CONSN118LI

SPARE NAILS / 
STAPLES IN STOCK

ELECTRIC AND CORDLESS 
MODELS IN STOCK

  STAPLE/NAIL EXC. INC.
MODEL TYPE GAUGE VAT VAT
CESNG1 Electric 22/18 £19.98 £23.98
CCT48 Cordless
 4.8v Ni-MH 22/18 £29.98 £35.98
CESNG2 Electric 18/18 £39.98 £47.98
CONSN18Li Cordless
 18v Lithium-Ion 18/18 £109.98 £131.98

EXC.VAT
£ 23.98

INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£19.98

*was £155.98 inc.VAT #was £227.98 inc.VAT 

21457LH



GET 
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FREE 
COPY
NOW!
• IN-STORE
• ONLINE
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0844 880 1265

NEW

PRICE CUTS & 
NEW PRODUCTS

1100
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FOR OVER 
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PRODUCTS
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visit machinemart.co.uk

Calls to the catalogue request number above (0844 880 1265) cost 7p per minute plus your telephone company’s network access charge
For security reasons, calls may be monitored. All prices correct at time of going to press. We reserve the right to change products and prices at any time. All offers subject to availability, E&OE.

21457RH

4 EASY WAYS TO BUY...
IN-STORE
65 SUPERSTORES

ONLINE
www.machinemart.co.uk

MAIL ORDER
0115 956 5555

CLICK & 
COLLECT

 OPEN 7 DAYS
V

  BARNSLEY Pontefract Rd, Barnsley, S71 1EZ 01226 732297
B’HAM GREAT BARR 4 Birmingham Rd. 0121 358 7977
B’HAM HAY MILLS 1152 Coventry Rd, Hay Mills  0121 7713433
BOLTON 1 Thynne St. BL3 6BD 01204 365799
BRADFORD 105-107 Manningham Lane. BD1 3BN 01274 390962
BRIGHTON 123 Lewes Rd, BN2 3QB 01273 915999
BRISTOL 1-3 Church Rd, Lawrence Hill. BS5 9JJ 0117 935 1060
BURTON UPON TRENT 12a Lichfi eld St. DE14 3QZ 01283 564 708
CAMBRIDGE 181-183 Histon Road, Cambridge. CB4 3HL 01223 322675
CARDIFF 44-46 City Rd. CF24 3DN 029 2046 5424
CARLISLE 85 London Rd. CA1 2LG 01228 591666
CHELTENHAM 84 Fairview Road. GL52 2EH 01242 514 402
CHESTER 43-45 St. James Street. CH1 3EY 01244 311258
COLCHESTER 4 North Station Rd. CO1 1RE 01206 762831
COVENTRY Bishop St. CV1 1HT 024 7622 4227
CROYDON 423-427 Brighton Rd, Sth Croydon 020 8763 0640
DARLINGTON 214 Northgate. DL1 1RB 01325 380 841
DEAL (KENT) 182-186 High St. CT14 6BQ 01304 373 434
DERBY Derwent St. DE1 2ED 01332 290 931
DONCASTER Wheatley Hall Road  01302 245 999
DUNDEE 24-26 Trades Lane. DD1 3ET 01382 225 140
EDINBURGH 163-171 Piersfi eld Terrace  0131 659 5919

EXETER 16 Trusham Rd. EX2 8QG 01392 256 744
GATESHEAD 50 Lobley Hill Rd. NE8 4YJ 0191 493 2520
GLASGOW 280 Gt Western Rd. G4 9EJ 0141 332 9231
GLOUCESTER 221A Barton St. GL1 4HY 01452 417 948
GRIMSBY ELLIS WAY, DN32 9BD 01472 354435
HULL 8-10 Holderness Rd. HU9 1EG 01482 223161
ILFORD 746-748 Eastern Ave. IG2 7HU 0208 518 4286
IPSWICH Unit 1 Ipswich Trade Centre, Commercial Road 01473 221253
LEEDS 227-229 Kirkstall Rd. LS4 2AS 0113 231 0400
LEICESTER 69 Melton Rd. LE4 6PN 0116 261 0688
LINCOLN Unit 5. The Pelham Centre. LN5 8HG 01522 543 036
LIVERPOOL 80-88 London Rd. L3 5NF 0151 709 4484
LONDON CATFORD 289/291 Southend Lane SE6 3RS 0208 695 5684   
LONDON 6 Kendal Parade, Edmonton N18 020 8803 0861
LONDON 503-507 Lea Bridge Rd. Leyton, E10 020 8558 8284
LONDON 100 The Highway, Docklands 020 7488 2129
LUTON Unit 1, 326 Dunstable Rd, Luton LU4 8JS 01582 728 063
MAIDSTONE 57 Upper Stone St. ME15 6HE 01622 769 572         
MANCHESTER ALTRINCHAM 71 Manchester Rd. Altrincham 0161 9412 666
MANCHESTER CENTRAL 209 Bury New Road M8 8DU 0161 241 1851   
MANCHESTER OPENSHAW Unit 5, Tower Mill, Ashton Old Rd 0161 223 8376   
MANSFIELD 169 Chesterfi eld Rd. South 01623 622160

MIDDLESBROUGH Mandale Triangle, Thornaby 01642 677881
NORWICH 282a Heigham St. NR2 4LZ 01603 766402
NOTTINGHAM 211 Lower Parliament St. 0115 956 1811
PETERBOROUGH 417 Lincoln Rd. Millfi eld 01733 311770
PLYMOUTH 58-64 Embankment Rd. PL4 9HY 01752 254050
POOLE 137-139 Bournemouth Rd. Parkstone 01202 717913
PORTSMOUTH 277-283 Copnor Rd. Copnor 023 9265 4777
PRESTON 53 Blackpool Rd. PR2 6BU 01772 703263
SHEFFIELD 453 London Rd. Heeley. S2 4HJ 0114 258 0831
SIDCUP 13 Blackfen Parade, Blackfen Rd  0208 3042069
SOUTHAMPTON 516-518 Portswood Rd. 023 8055 7788
SOUTHEND 1139-1141 London Rd. Leigh on Sea  01702 483 742
STOKE-ON-TRENT 382-396 Waterloo Rd. Hanley 01782 287321
SUNDERLAND 13-15 Ryhope Rd. Grangetown 0191 510 8773
SWANSEA 7 Samlet Rd. Llansamlet. SA7 9AG 01792 792969
SWINDON 21 Victoria Rd. SN1 3AW 01793 491717
TWICKENHAM 83-85 Heath Rd.TW1 4AW 020 8892 9117
WARRINGTON Unit 3, Hawley’s Trade Pk.  01925 630 937
WIGAN 2 Harrison Street, WN5 9AU 01942 323 785  
WOLVERHAMPTON Parkfi eld Rd. Bilston 01902 494186
WORCESTER 48a Upper Tything. WR1 1JZ 01905 723451

 VISIT YOUR LOCAL SUPERSTORE OPEN MON-FRI 8.30-6.00, 
SAT 8.30-5.30, SUN 10.00-4.00

 DRILL 
PRESSES

CDP5EB

EX.VAT
£71.98

INC.VAT

ONLY
£59.98

Drill not 
included

EX.VAT
£23.98

INC.VAT

ONLY
£19.98

 DRILL 
STANDS

CDS3

 MORTISING 
MACHINE
 Accurately creates deep square 

recesses  Table size 150 x 340mm 
 Maximum chisel cap.76mm  Robust 

cast iron base & column ensures 
stability & accuracy  95mm depth 
of cut

 CHISELS AVAILABLE FROM 
£6.99 EX VAT £8.39 INC VAT

CBM1B

“It is fast and accurate with a 
good solid feel...Excellent value for 
money, I’m really pleased with it.”
See www.machinemart.co.uk

 ROUTER TABLE

 • Converts your router 
into a stationary router 
table • Suitable for most 
routers (up to 155mm dia. Base plate)

 Router not 
included

CRT-1

EX.VAT
£71.98

INC.VAT

£59.98

 Kit includes: 
• Height adjustable stand with clamp • Rotary tool  

• 1m fl exible drive  • 40x accessories/consumables

CRT40
EX.VAT

£35.98
INC.VAT

£29.98

 ROTARY TOOL
KIT

 • Powerful heavy 
duty machine 
ideal for 
trade use 
• Variable 
speed control from 
7,400-21, 600 rpm • 2100W motor • 0-60mm 
plunge depth.

.98
EX.VAT

£109
.98
INC.VAT

£131

 CR2 ROUTER

INCLUDES 15 
PIECE SET WORTH 

OVER £20

 DUST EXTRACTOR/
CHIP COLLECTORS

 METABO
ALSO 

AVAILABLE
EXC.VAT

£155.98
INC.VAT

£129.98

5PCE FORSTNER 
BIT SET

 Contains 15, 20,  25, 30 & 
35mm bits  Titanium 
nitride coated for 
improved 
cutting fi nish

EXC.VAT
£

£
9.98

11.98
INC.VAT CHT365 

10" SLIDING 
COMPOUND 
MITRE SAW• For fast, accurate 

cross, bevel & 
mitre cutting in 
most hard & soft 
woods
• 1800W 
motor
• Laser guide

CMS10S2

EXC.VAT
£155.98

INC.VAT

£129.98

 • For sanding/shaping 
wood, plastic 
& metal

• Supplied 
with coarse
grinding 
wheel 
& sanding belt

 6" BENCH GRINDER 
WITH SANDING BELT

.98
EX.VAT

£49
.98
INC.VAT

£59
CBG6SB

EXC.VAT
£179.98

INC.VAT

£149.98

13" MINI 
WOOD LATHE

• Ideal for enthusiasts/
hobbyists with small workshops 
• 325mm distance between centres • 200mm 
max. turning capacity (dia) • 0.2HP motor

CWL325V

EX.VAT
£161.99

INC.VAT

£134.99

 
 BENCH GRINDERS 
& STANDS 

 • Stands come 
complete with 
bolt mountings 
and feet 
anchor holes

 CBG8W 
features 
8" whetstone & 
6"drystone.
 # With sanding belt

 6" & 8" 
AVAILABLE
WITH LIGHT

EX.VAT
£35.98

INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£29.98

 STAND AVAILABLE FROM 
ONLY £39.98 EX.VAT 

£47.98 INC.VAT

 MODEL DUTY WHEEL 
  DIA.  EXC.VAT INC.VAT
CBG6RP DIY 150mm £29.98 £35.98
CBG6RZ PRO 150mm £39.98 £47.98
CBG6RSC HD 150mm £49.98 £59.98 
CBG6SB# PRO 150mm £49.98 £59.98
CBG6RWC HD 150mm £54.99 £65.99
CBG8W (wet) HD 150/200mm £55.99 £67.19

 MITRE SAWS

TH-SM 2534
 • Quality Range of Mitre saws and blades available

EXC.VAT
£68.39

INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£56.99

 MODEL BLADE DIA MAX CUT  EXC.  INC. 
 BORE (mm) DEPTH/CROSS VAT  VAT
Einhell  210/30 55/120mm £56.99  £68.39
TH-MS 2112
Fury 3  210/25.4 60/220mm £119.98  £143.98
Einhell  250/30 75/340mm £159.98  £191.98 
TH-SM2534 
Makita 260/30 95/130mm £199.98  £239.98
LS1040

 SCROLL SAWS

 •120w, 230v 
motor • 50mm
max cut thickness 
• 400-1,700rpm variable 
speed • Air-blower removes 
dust from cutting area  CSS16V

* Includes fl exible drive kit for grinding/polishing/sanding 

EXC.VAT
£83.98

INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£69.98

   SPEED EXC. INC.
MODEL MOTOR RPM VAT  VAT
CSS400B 85W 1450 £69.98 £83.98
CSS16V  120W 400-1700 £79.98 £95.98
CSS400C* 90W 550-1600 £99.98 £119.98

 ROUTERS

*DIY 

.98
EX.VAT

£39
.98
INC.VAT

£47

FROM ONLY

ACCESSORIES
IN STOCK

CR1C

 MODEL MOTOR PLUNGE EXC.VAT INC.VAT
 (W) (mm)
CR1C* 1200 0-50 £39.98 £47.98
Bosch 1400 0-55 £79.98 £95.98
POF1400ACE 

   FLOW BAG 
MODEL MOTOR RATE CAP. EXC.VAT INC.VAT
CDE35B 750W 850 M3/h 56Ltrs £129.98 £155.98
CDE7B 750W 850 M3/h 114Ltrs £149.98 £179.98

 WOODWORKING   
         VICES

.49
EX.VAT

£13
.19
INC.VAT

£16

FROM ONLY

WV7

 MODEL MOUNTING JAW 
  (WIDTH/OPENING
  /DEPTH)mm EXC.VAT INC.VAT
Clarke  Bolted 150/152/61  £13.49 £16.19
CHT152 
Stanley  Clamped 72/60/40  £16.99 £20.39
Multi Angle
Record V75B Clamped 75/50/32 £19.98 £23.98
Clarke WV7 Bolted 180/205/78  £24.99 £29.99

 • Powerful
750W motor

 • 56 litre bag capacity 
 • Flow rate of 850M3/h

BISCUIT JOINTER

BJ900

 860W Motor 
 11000rpm Operating Speed 

 14mm Cutting Depth

EXC.VAT
£59.98

INC.VAT

£49.98

 PORTABLE 
THICKNESSER

 • Max thickness 
capacity 130mm
 • Planing depths 
adjustable 
from 0-2.5mm
 • Powerful 
1250W motor
 • 8000rpm 
no-load speed

CPT250
EXC.VAT

£227.98
INC.VAT

£189.98

JIGSAWS

 *DIY #Professional

 MODEL POWER DEPTH  
 (W) OF CUT  EXC. INC
  (WOOD/STEEL) VAT VAT
Clarke CJS380*  420W 55/6mm £12.99 £15.59
Clarke CON750# 750W 80/10mm £24.99 £29.99
Bosch PST700E*‡ 500W 70/4mm £44.99 £53.99
B & D KSTR8K-GB# 600W 85/5mm £66.99 £80.39

 ‡ was £59.98 inc.VAT CJS380

EXC.VAT
£15.59

INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£12.99

 MITRE SAW 
STAND 

• Suitable for most 
sizes/makes of saw 
• Inc. outriggers & rollers

EXC.VAT
£77.99

INC.VAT

£64.99

CFMSS1

 FOLDING MITRE SAW 
STAND IN STOCK – CONMW1 

ONLY £119.98 INC VAT

NEW

HARDWOOD 
WORKBENCH

 Includes bench dogs and guide holes for 
variable work positioning  2 Heavy Duty Vices 

 Large storage draw  Sunken tool trough 
 LxWxH 1520x620x855mm

EXC.VAT
£155.98 

INC.VAT

£129.98

CHB1500

 CORDLESS 
DRILL/ DRIVERS

PSR18

EXC.VAT
£44.39

INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£36.99

 MODEL VOLTS BATTS EXC. VAT INC.VAT
CCD180  18V 1 £36.99 £44.39
CDD240 24V 1 £39.98 £47.98
Bosch PSR18  18V 1 £54.99 £65.99
CON18Ni*  18V 2 x Ni-Cd £59.98 £71.98
CON18Li  18V 2 x Li-Ion £84.99 £101.99

CON18Li

 * was £77.99 inc.VAT 

DOVETAIL JIG 
• Simple, easy to set up & use for producing 
a variety of joints • Cuts work pieces with a 
thickness of 8-32mm • Includes a 1/2" comb 
template guide & holes for bench mounting

CDTJ12
Router not 

included

EXC.VAT
£59.98

INC.VAT

PRICE CUT

WAS £65.99 inc.VAT

£49.98

TURBO AIR 
COMPRESSORS

 • Superb 
range ideal for DIY, 
hobby & semi-professional use

8/250

HUGE 
RANGE OF 
AIR TOOLS 
IN STOCK

EXC.VAT
£95.98

INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£79.98

 MODEL MOTOR CFM TANK EXC.VAT INC.VAT
Tiger 8/250  2HP 7.5 24ltr £79.98 £95.98
Tiger 7/250 2 HP 7 24ltr £89.98 £107.98
Tiger 11/250 2.5HP 9.5 24ltr £119.98 £143.98
Tiger 8/510 2HP 7.5 50ltr £129.98 £155.98
Tiger 11/510  2.5HP 9.5 50ltr £149.98 £179.98
Tiger 16/510* 3 HP 14.5 50ltr £219.98 £263.98
Tiger 16/1010* 3 HP 14.5 100ltr £269.98 £323.98

* V-Twin



MASSIVE CHOICE
FROM THE BIGGEST BRANDS!

YOUR TRUSTED PARTNER
D&M Tools has been family owned and managed since 1978.
During that time we have earned a reputation with our customers
as a trusted partner. Whether you are a trade professional or a DIY
enthusiast, our mission is a simple one - to supply top quality
tools at the best value for money, backed up by a service
you can trust.

LOW TRADE PRICES!
Whether you’re buying online, by phone, email, post or visiting us
in-store, D&M provides you with the widest range of quality hand,
power tools and woodworking machinery all at the keenest prices.

OVER 10,000 LINES IN STOCK!
We hold massive stocks, meaning that most items are available for
despatch the day you order it. Our website shows up to date stock
availability, so you can order with confidence.

FREE DELIVERY
Delivery to UK mainland addresses is free
for most orders over £99 and for orders
under £99 is only £5.95. See the carriage
rates on our website for full details.

1 HR DELIVERYWINDOW
We use DPD Predict for the majority of our deliveries (except heavy
or oversize items) so you will receive a 1 hour delivery window via
email or text meaning you don’t need to wait in all day.

SHOP ON-LINE 24HRS A DAY
Visit our easy-to-use website to see what we mean about range
and value. Browse and buy with confidence 24hrs a day from the

biggest brands in the business, all
at prices you’ll find hard to beat.

Here you will find all our latest
offers and deals.

Why not subscribe to our
regular emails to keep up with
our latest deals and offers or join
our D&M Loyalty Scheme and
earn valuable loyalty points every
time you shop.

More details on our website:
www.dm-tools.co.uk

‘THE’ TOOL SUPERSTORE
HAND, POWER TOOLS & MACHINERY SPECIALIST

DM-TOOLS.CO.UK

‘THE’TOOL
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THE UK’s No.1 BRANDED HAND,
POWER TOOLS & MACHINERY EVENT

VISIT OUR EXTENSIVE TWICKENHAM SUPERSTORE
73-81 HEATH ROAD • TWICKENHAM • TW1 4AW
020 8892 3813 • SALES@DM-TOOLS.CO.UK

MAKE A DATE IN YOUR DIARY....



020 8892 3813
MON-SAT 8.30am-5.30pm
(CLOSED BANK HOLIDAYS)

@DM_Tools DandMTools DMTools1

OUR CUSTOMERS LOVE US!
We are regularly receiving 5 star reviews on the independent
review site Trustpilot, as well as testimonials direct from our
customers, here are just a few:

�����
“D&M tools are very well priced, turn up on time and have
superb telephone support just in case anything goes wrong. This
is a business I will use in the years to come. Thanks for a job well done.”

�����
“Quick Quality Quantity and Value - D&M offer a fast efficient service
which they couple with an excellent range of manufacturers tools which
are always available in the numbers you need at a competitive price.”

�����
“Best customer service... Ever! - I believe the real test of a
companies customer service is when they have to deal with problems.
My delivery came quickly and well packaged. I had an issue with the
tool after about a month of use. The guys in the phone quickly arranged
for collection, repair of the tool and return with great communication
throughout. Very pleased with the way they resolved my issue.”

�����
“Brilliant prices and brilliant service - I have now traded with
D&M Tools twice now and both times have received impeccable service
and also nothing is to much trouble for their staff to sort out.”

�����
“Excellent service makes a refreshing change - first time I have
used this company, was quite amazed by the quality and speed of service
and delivery, a fine example of what can be done with first class staff.”

�����
“Best place for tools online - I've bought a lot of gear from D&M
Tools over the last few years and they always provide a first class service,
plus they always seem to have everything I need at the time.”

www.trustpilot.co.uk/review/www.dm-tools.co.uk
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Turning

Back in the 
turning seat 
Andy King dusts off 
his turning smock 
as he finds himself 
revisiting some 
past projects, 
getting to grips 
with acrylic and 
looking at some 
top pen turning kit



  www.getwoodworking.com  Special 2015  GW299 27

Learn with a novice

I 
like to think that in most areas of 
woodworking I’m pretty adept, but 
when it comes to turning, I’m very 
much a novice.

Long-time readers will remember my period 
of being apprenticed to The Real Dave Roberts, 
for which I made one turned item per issue. 
I would do 99% of the turning, but the 
course was extremely intensive – it was like 
a three-year apprenticeship compressed into 
a couple of months. Also, we’d occasionally 
use chucks and tools that cost as much as a 
beginner’s lathe. I’d wager that it made for 
more interesting reading than turning honey 
dippers, and I’m sure readers gained a lot from 
the series, but at times I did feel like I was in 
over my head.

Since then I’ve been trying to recall these 
lessons as I continue to progress on my own, 
largely through experimentation – both a fun 
and frustrating experience!

Strengths and 
weaknesses
I’m still prone to the odd mishap, but the 
beauty of turning is that you can easily turn 
your errors out – or incorporate them as 
features! Positioning the toolrest at the right 
height is key; even marginal movement can 
make a difference. Also securing the optimum 
distance between the rest and work is crucial: 

too close and you’ll be all bunched up, too 
far is dangerous; I’ve settled for 10-12mm.

I need to work on rolling my wrists and 
lifting and dropping the tool handle for 
certain profiles. Often I find myself on 
tiptoes. Perhaps my lathe is sitting a 
little high. 

I’m pleased that I seem to be 
ambidextrous, though, preferring 
to swap hands rather than come 
back on myself for ‘reverse’ work.

Dave was against the use of skews 
as he could achieve the same results from 
other chisels. This is an impressive skill, but 
it left a hole in my education. My subsequent 
attempts to learn how to use them have been 
‘interesting’ to say the least. Snags are an issue 
for me, and I don’t find it easy watching the cut 
at the same time as watching the profile form 
on the horizon.  

My work’s still rather chunky – a long 
way off the 6mm high chessman made on 
a full-sized lathe I once saw. But I’m finding 
that the long handles of lathe tools allow fine 
control: a large swing of the handle doesn’t 
mean an equally large one at the business end. 
Handy when adhering to the old woodturning 
adage of keeping the bevel rubbing. 

Long handles also help with side-to-side 
movement, but not with rolling the chisel. 
I’m getting better at this, but am still prey to 

snatches where the edge of the gouge catches 
the work and twists it – it’s still trial and error 
really. I’d like it to be second nature eventually. 
I’d also like to get back to the stuff I was doing 
with Dave, where a combination of turned 
parts are assembled to make another more 
complex piece – maybe in the 2020s, eh?

Over the next few pages I intend to give 
you an insight into my turning adventures, 
which I hope you’ll find more edifying 
than amusing. I’ll also show you an exercise 
in turning an acrylic pen kit through to 
completion and share with you some of the 
great pieces of pen turning kit available, 
which certainly make things a lot easier!

I’ll also be talking about some tools that 
I’ve found helpful. The true art of turning, 
like most woodwork, lies in hiding the 
construction. I’d like to reach the stage 
where no fixings from a faceplate, centre 
or chuck need to be hidden with baize. 

Having said that, I’m a long way off these 
lofty heights. Some time in Les Thorne’s 
company lately proved that I’m barely capable 
of noticing such marks, let alone avoiding 
them! We were looking at a clamshell-type 
box that had me completely foxed as to its 
construction. It took Les no longer than the 
blink of an eye to comment: “What a pity 
he left a small dent from the live centre.” 
I’ll stick to the basics first, I think…  

The Record DML305 cast-iron midi lathe allowed me to build my confidence 
when turning, but the new Nova Comet II has also been great

Issues of technique, like how far the rest should be from the work, 
are now beginning to become clearer

Despite most turner’s aversion to the skew chisel, 
I’m starting to get to grips with it and notice 
its benefits

Unfortunately, like most turners, I’m still prone 
to the occasional disaster!

Not too shabby for a beginner, eh?
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Using a chuck is a whole new area for me, but 
I understand the differences between centres 
and faceplate work a bit better now. Chucks 
add different dimensions to your work, and if 
you know what you’re doing, you can achieve 
a final finish without any other work. For me 
now it’s a case of learning what does what, 
and concentrating on the correct sequence. 
So, I thought I’d try some bowl projects to 
hone my skills…

Square bowl
This small bowl features a square-edged profile 
and was made using an offcut of beech. Using 
the threaded insert supplied with the chuck, 
I drilled the central hole and mounted my 
blank, making sure the speed was low; 
although the blank was only 125mm square, 
I didn’t fancy losing control before I’d even 
started! The instruction manual put forward 
two options: expansion or compression; I could 
grip an outer edge or sit it within a recess. 

Undercutting
I thought I’d go with a raised foot, turned 
within the correct parameters of the jaw 
opening. I marked it on the blank, defined 
it with the parting tool and turned away the 
waste with my scraper. After undercutting the 
foot to a slight dovetail to ensure the jaws grip, 
the next stage was to shape the underside. 
I found it hard to get my head around the 
flowing undercut, but, aside from some rough 
patches on the transitions between long and 
end-grain, it seemed OK.  

So, time for engaging the ‘proper’ cutting edge 
of the gouge… which snatched immediately. 
Should’ve kept that bevel rubbing, or chosen 
a different chisel, perhaps.

A re-scrape and reshape later, and the marks 
remained, so I reached for the gouge once 
more…and the same again! A lesson learned: 
I need to work on my gouging, or decide 
whether it is the right tool for this job in the 
first place. The key to a better – but not perfect 
– finish was to use a sharpened scraper. 

Smooth finish
The square edge and undercut rim made 
sanding with the lathe spinning a bit of a 
challenge. I took a couple of sharp raps on my 
fingers where I pushed too hard, so I switched 
off the lathe and did it manually. I have to find 
out whether working this way is valid. I needed 
to be thoughtful about finishing, for which I 
applied a coat of sanding sealer, lightly sanded 
it to denib it, then applied a coat of wax. 
For the sake of my hands, I did this stationary.

With that done, it was on to unscrewing 
from the threaded insert and flipping the bowl, 
allowing me to grip the foot with the jaws. 
It had to be seated firmly, but without excessive 
force on the foot. A quick spin ensured 
everything was sitting well, after which I 
shaped the lip by rolling the edge – another 
new process for me, so I had to stop and check 
every few cuts. 

The resulting lip wasn’t what I expected! 
I had envisioned a flowing thin lip but ended 
up with a sort of blocky-wedged profile.  

Know your
chucks

I wasn’t really sure what would happen 
if I went further, so I settled for that, 
and went on to recess the bowl itself.

I was more successful here, achieving 
a smooth surface on my first attempt. 
The chuck made a great difference as it 
allowed me to take the bowl off a couple of 
times to look at it in its proper orientation. 

But I found recessing the bowl quite achievable

The completed square bowl – not quite 
as good as Les’ in GW298!

I found it difficult to create the shape
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Sapele bowl

Coloured bowl

Turning a bigger bowl made me realise why 
turners who turn big use larger lathes!  
I could really feel the feedback through 
the chisel until the edge of my big 
sapele blank was trued up. To start, 
I opted for a gouge, but that caught 
so I settled on a scraper, which soon 
required a touch-up. I was thrilled 
to soon see ribbons of hot shavings 
flying off! Keeping the tools sharp is 
key in any woodwork. Seasoned turners 
can hone freehand on a dry grinder, but 
I need consistency – definitely a job for 
the Robert Sorby ProEdge Deluxe that 
I tested earlier. 

Back to the bowl, then. I shaped the 
underside, as it was mounted in the screw 
insert for the chuck. This time I attempted 
a recess for the jaws by producing a slight 
undercut. Before this, I finished the bowl, 
running through the grits, then applying 
sanding sealer, denibbing and wax. I was 
pleasantly surprised with the finish from 
the chisel; there was minimal roughness 
on the end-grain, which came out smoothly 
after sanding. 

Spinning the bowl end for end, I locked it 
into the chuck’s expanding jaws. I thought this 

was a better option than the compression. 
After a spin to check everything was OK, it was 
on to hollowing the bowl, for which I reached 
for the scraper again. I’d forgotten how much 
effort is required for bigger profiles; even the 
paltry 200mm diameter of this bowl was a 
strain on my forearms! Things became easier 
after the donkey-work, but snagging was 
playing quite heavily on my mind.

I was going to see how thin I could go, 
until I decided that chunky is the new thin – 
I wanted something to show for my efforts 

I thought I would try out some Woodloc gel 
stain on my third bowl, which had the same 
recess as the sapele bowl. I used another 
beech offcut, which turned out well, though 
the finish on the end-grain was rougher than 
I’d like. 

The outside, with the chuck recess, was 
turned and sanded first before applying the oak 

I preferred loading onto the chuck over a 
raised foot

Turning a deeper bowl proved pretty strenuous 
on the forearms

The oak stain was applied while stationary with 
a piece of kitchen roll…

…and the blue applied while the lathe was 
still running 

The bowl is basic, but pretty unique!

Turning this item made me realise how 
much effort is required to hollow out a bowl!

other than shards! I cut the rim inwards 
as a feature, and knocked the internal edge 
of the rim off to sweeten any roughness of 
the grain transitions. Then it was sanding, 
sealing, sanding, waxing, and job done!

stain. It’s a gel, so doesn’t sink in as much, 
though it did a bit on the end-grain. I sanded it 
back and applied a second coat, which evened 
it out, before moving on to sealing and waxing. 

I also had some blue stain, and thought the 
contrast might look good in the hollowed bowl. 
Again the end-grain sucked it in a little, but 
a couple of coats blended it reasonably well.  

I think I should’ve left it to dry a little 
longer, as when I waxed it with the lathe 
running I noticed the longer-grain areas 
had lost some of their colour. Still, not bad 
for a first attempt. 

The rim was cleaned up, sanded, sealed 
and waxed to give an oak-stained outer, 
blue inner, and natural beech rim. 
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a second attempt!

Offset turning

With a couple of bowls under my belt, 
I thought I’d have another attempt at a bowl 
with a square flowing lip. I opted for a square 
blank again, drawing diagonals to find the 
centre, through which I drilled a hole for the 
screw adaptor for the Nova chuck. The plan 
was to leave a thin, flat lip with a bowl below, 
and raised lip above. 

Well, that was the plan, but where to start? 
My Nova chuck has made life much easier, but 
it was still a tricky proposition. The timber was 
sawn and dirty, so I didn’t know what it was 
until I squared it up (I opted for a 120mm 
blank) revealing… beech, again! 

I made the first cuts to define 
the underside with a bowl gouge 

– sadly the chisel caught and lifted 
a huge chunk from one edge. There was 

plenty of meat left so it could be turned away, 
but I thought it’d be best to switch to a scraper. 
This seemed a better option, but, with the 
outer edges clipping as the blank went past 
the tool, I made sure to turn from inside to 
out to keep the contact light. 

I achieved a rough bowl shape and then 
altered the rest to define the shape better, 
still using the scraper before switching to a 
skew to improve the finish and define the 
rim. I’m not sure if the latter chisel selection 
was the right one, but it did a good job. 

I got a good finish on the base with the skew. 
The usual recess for the chuck and sanding and 
sealing followed. The rim was hand sanded, 
the rest with the lathe running. Flipping the 
blank, the trepidation began. 

I again opted for the scraper to turn away the 
waste, leaving a raised centre area for the lip. 
I bottled out when the square rim was at 4mm, 
despite only now noticing some woodworm 
trails on the rim. Again, I cleaned up with the 

skew before dishing the bowl, sanding (with 
the grain on the square rim) and sealing. 
All in all, not too bad for a first attempt I’d say!

I’ve seen some very clever examples of offset 
turning, so thought I’d give it a whirl, keeping 
the offset minimal, as befits my competence. 
I decided on a simple clock, as I had a Record 
insert. This also gave me a chance to 
experiment with hot melt glue and a 
non-circular blank (a wedge of lacewood). 

I cut the blank on the table saw, cleaning up 
the edges with a plane. Lacewood chips easily, 
so I put a bevel on both sides with a block 

Square bowl –

Disaster strikes! My bowl gouge is responsible 
for this 

A decent chamfer on the edge prevents the 
lacewood from chipping

Hot melt glue on an MDF backer screwed 
to a faceplate holds the blank securely

My offset clock, made using 
a piece of lacewood

I’m pretty pleased with my wormy edge!

Turning out these woodworm trails was a job 
too far

plane, sanding everything before putting it on 
the lathe. A turned round piece of MDF screwed 
to a faceplate was the backer for the glue. 

The offset was minimal, with the clock just 
below the centre of the blank. The smallness of 
the timber kept vibration low so it was a matter 
of using a parting tool to define the edge and 
remove the remainder. A coat of sanding sealer 
while it was still on the glue chuck, a light 
sanding and a coat of wax followed.  

After splitting away from the glue chuck with a 
chisel, the glue residue was pared away, then 
more sanding, sealing and waxing. I’ll attempt 
a bigger offset when I get more confident. But 
let’s learn to walk before attempting to run…
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Spalted 
timber

The shape of the blank makes this a rather unstable operation! I cut the recess diameter with a parting tool before removing the waste

Despite my best efforts, my wife and daughter didn’t see 
this as a viable replacement for our current barometer!

There was some spalted timber in my pile 
of firewood, so it seemed logical that, while 
I was experimenting, I would have a go at 
turning some of it. Rather than knocking off 
the corners of the split log, I thought I’d true 
it up ‘as is’. It was, therefore, pretty daunting 
working it between centres – the corners 
almost seemed to be banging the tools from 
my hand until it rounded over. When I stopped 
the lathe I saw a rough edge the chisel missed 
entirely – design feature? Why the devil not… 

I was hoping to make a bud vase, retaining 
the rough edge on the lower part, but a big 
chisel fracture near the prospective flared neck 
put paid to that idea. I assume this is down to 
the fragile nature of spalted stuff (it was very 

light). I decided the best course of action 
would be to start again with a new piece 
of timber, and a new idea. Years ago I turned 
a lump of sapele and fitted a cheap barometer 
into it. I have to say it’s worked admirably, 
but the sapele has always looked like a car 
tyre with an ovolo mould. 

Spalted stuff looks good with natural edges, 
so my new plan was to plane a couple of flats 
to tidy up the split wedge shape, and let it sit 
on a surface, and then use the screw insert for 
the chuck and face the piece up on the lathe, 
recessing for the old barometer. Of course, this 
was a recipe for chatter. I opted for the scraper, 
taking it very gingerly. A couple of passes and 
it was on to sanding, which I had to do 

stationary. One thing going for spalted timber 
is that it is easy to sand! 

Now for the recess for the barometer, 
which is no harder to produce than marking 
the diameter and turning, starting with the 
parting tool, and then the scraper. Finesse 
wasn’t necessary, but a snug fit was, so 
I kept checking that I was on track as I 
turned. Barometers need a hole for the 
pressure to register, so I drilled through 
the scruffy hole where the threaded insert 
screwed in, killing two birds with one 
stone. I tidied it up with a countersink 
to make sure it looked intentional. After 
sanding, I applied spray-on lacquer, 
followed by wax, and the result was this!
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Step-by-step pen

One area where I am pleased with my 
progress is turning acrylics. When I first set 
out using them I was getting a lot of chipping 
and relied heavily on abrasives to iron out any 
problems but once again, Axminster’s Colwin 
Way came to my rescue and showed me 
where I was going wrong.

As with many a turning task, what one 
turner will see as the right tool, another may 
do equally as well with another. And with that 
in mind, I now get really good results with 
a 10mm spindle gouge, especially on shaped 
profiles, although I’m now happy enough to 
switch to a skew when I’m looking to finish 
a straight barrel on a pen.

The ‘wow’ factor
My early mistake was to address the blank 
too square on without letting the bevel rub 
and in doing so, end up with a combination 
of chipping as well as an occasional catch. 
There was also the odd time when I got the 
acrylic to turn properly as I moved the tool 
into a position where it did what it was 
meant to do, but without me sussing what 
I was doing correctly! 

Now I’m more on board with the principles 
of turning and with acrylics especially, I love 
the ‘wow’ factor they give when they are 
made into a pen or other kit.

Upping your game 
What has upped my game especially is the use 
of a chuck on the headstock to hold the blank, 
(Pic.1), which allows me to control the drilling 
of any blank using a standard three-jaw chuck 
in the tailstock to hold the drill.

Winding the quill in at a controlled rate and 
frequently removing it to clear the build up 
of waste results in a very clean central hole, 
which then makes gluing the tubes within 
them a lot more of a successful operation, 
when compared to some of my early attempts.

Strong hold
Equally, since having the Axminster Evolution 
Compression Mandrel on test (see page 34), 
I’m finding the work is held exceptionally well, 
(Pic.4), which allows me to concentrate on 
getting the turning done rather than dealing 
with the flexing or movement that my standard 
mandrel is prone to.

Knocking into shape
So with the blanks glued up and mounted, 
(Pic.2) first off, if using a square blank, knock 
the corners off and get things round, (Pic.5).

I find this is best done with the chisel skewed 
to the piece and the handle dropped slightly, 
working across until things become more 
smooth under the chisel. Acrylic works well 
at a decent speed so set the lathe to about 
1,400rpm and keep it there for the whole of 
the turning process.

Different shapes
You can experiment with shapes on most kits, 
although some of the pen ones look more 
elegant with a straight barrel, while others 
have a more cigar-like shape. Even the slim 
basic pens can have a little flare introduced 
to alter them from the norm.

I quite like to put a curve or two into some 
of my efforts, and with the old adage of keep 
the bevel rubbing, it’s just a matter of doing 
so, then marginally adjusting the angle until 
the cut starts.

Ambidextrous turning
Moving across the work and rolling the tool 
will begin to shape the blank to suit, (Pic.6) 
although, as I stated earlier, one thing that’s 
been pointed out to me a couple of times by 
‘real’ turners is that I am ambidextrous when 
it comes to turning, which proves pretty useful 
– I am quite at home turning badly in either 
direction! On a more positive note it does 
mean that I’m quite comfortable holding the 

▲ Pic.1 Drill the blank with the correct diameter 
hole to suit the kit

▲ Pic.5 Turn the acrylic on a fast speed for best 
results, keeping the chisel angles to shear the cut

▲ Pic.3 Ream the blank back to the brass barrels 
ensuring you don’t go too far

▲ Pic.4 Mount the blank onto the mandrel with 
the correct bushings for the kit

▲ Pic.6 I find it easier to work left- or right-
handed to suit the direction I’m turning

▲ Pic.2 Glue the tubes into the blanks using your 
preferred adhesive
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chisel in either hand to suit the direction 
I’m turning, which is ideal for rolling and 
shaping curves on this type of work.

This particular kit is a straight-barrelled 
rollerball pen so it needs to be as straight 
as possible before doing any sanding. 

You can turn both parts at the same time 
if you have a set of three bushes that allow it, 
but I only have two suitable ones so I’ve turned 
each one separately.

I find it easier to turn the blank to a rough 
cylinder and then taper each end down to just 
shy of the bushings, (Pic.7) to make a cigar 
shape, then remove the central part to bring 
it into the parallel tube needed for this kit.

Ride the bevel
After knocking the corners off and now 
understanding that slanting the chisel and 
dropping the handle gives a controlled cut, 
it’s very easy to slide the chisel across the 
toolrest, riding the bevel in the process.

Get it right and you should start seeing 
fine ribbons of acrylic; the only downfall is how 
quickly they entangle around the mandrel and 
the workpiece, although it’s easy to simply pull 
them away as you go. Extraction is a must here 
as well as suitable PPE, so make sure you’re all 
kitted out before you make a start.

I can now get a good finish directly from a 
spindle gouge ground to quite an acute bevel 
and get things pretty straight as well, which 
is essential for pens with parallel barrels. You 
can now take a few light passes to get the 
barrel down just fractionally thicker than the 
bushings, which will allow for final sanding.  
I normally stick with the gouge but it doesn’t  

 
hurt to give it a final flourish with a skew chisel 
(Pic.8) if you feel the need.

Polishing up
Once you are happy with the finish from the 
tool, it’s all down to abrasives, and it’s here, 
as with any project, that makes or breaks all 
your hard work, so put the time in to get the 
rewards, as acrylics need to be polished up 
very finely.

Keeping the lathe at the same speed, 
I normally start with a relatively fine grit 
paper, 240 grit, then on to 320 grit (Pic.9). 
I’ve recently been using Abranet for this – 
it really is superb for this type of work as the 
open mesh design means dust doesn’t build up 
on the paper and cause unnecessary heat build 
up, which can be detrimental to the work. It’s 
all about maintaining a light touch and keeping 
the abrasive moving across the surface, which 
will ensure that the barrel doesn’t get too 
hot or over-sanded in one area.

The next step is to move on to the finer 
abrasives, and here the MicroMesh pads 
(Pic.10) available from most turning suppliers 
are first class. I’ve used these in the past but it 
never occurred to me to use them wet, which is 
why I’ve never quite achieved that ultra-glossy 
finish! Again, I have Colwin Way to thank for 
steering me in this direction as well as the 
simple tip of numbering each pad with a 
marker pen so you don’t have to keep referring 
to the colour chart to check the grits! Spend 
plenty of time progressing through the grits, 
ensure they remain wet as you work them and 
you’ll begin to see the polish start to pick up 
and the acrylic will take on a real depth of 

▲ Pic.8 A final pass with a skew can be made 
to get things as clean as possible

▲ Pic.12 Assemble the pen ensuring you get 
all the parts in the correct order!

▲ Pic.13 The final result – a glossy pen. 
Note the continuation of the pattern

sheen. As a final flourish, a fine polishing 
paste such as Autosol or similar can be rubbed 
on with the lathe still running before a final 
buffing with a soft cloth or tissue, which 
should leave you with a very glossy, mirror- 
like finish (Pic.11).

Pen assembly 
Now it’s all plain sailing – get the parts ready 
and follow the instructions to assemble 
(Pic.12). I’ve used my bench vice on many 
an occasion but it can be a tad awkward, so 
having a pen press on test for this issue (see 
page 35) makes it very simple as it is far less 
fraught. This may not be so traumatic on a 
basic kit, but some can cost in excess of £40, 
so you don’t want to slip up at this late stage! 
Once assembled, you should now get plenty 
of ‘wow, did you really make that?’ comments, 
(Pic.13) and of course, any of these kits make 
great gifts, which is great seeing as Christmas 
is just around the corner…

▲ Pic.7 Get close to the bushings, leaving 
enough to take a fine finishing cut and sanding

▲ Pic.9 Abrading with fine dry abrasives gets the 
barrels clean and uniform

▲ Pic.10 Moving onto MicroMesh pads, keeping 
them wet allows you to achieve the ultimate 
mirror-like finish

▲ Pic.11 With grits from 1,200-12,000, the final 
finish is glossy and deep
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Axminster Evolution 
compression 
pen mandrel

Axminster Pen Barrel Trimmer

This mandrel is a worthy addition for anyone 
who makes pens or kits on a regular basis, as 
it allows the maker to get better results from 
the off in comparison to traditional mandrels.

With standard mandrels working with the 
centre bar held between the live centre and 
a revolving centre, it can be all too easy to 
over-crank the quill pressure and deflect 
the rod enough to cause the work to turn 
out of whack. On work that needs accurate 
concentricity, this can leave the final piece 
with misalignments on the fittings once 
they are assembled, which doesn’t look great. 

Before turning any kits, the blanks have to be 
shortened to the correct length to ensure the 
parts go together correctly. A reamer makes 
short work of things, and this one covers a 
range of common tube sizes to allow fast and 
clean reduction. Simply slacken the grub screw, 
slip out the barrel adaptor and replace with the 
one to suit the kit. Fitted into a battery drill I 

 The  Verdict
+ Fast adjustment; superior turning results

– None

Rating 
Price: £41.95
Tapers: 1MT; 2MT
Standard bushings supplied: 7mm  
Tel: 03332 406 406
Web: www.axminster.co.uk

 The  Verdict
+ Presents a fast, easy way to ream excess 
material

– Smaller pieces need to be clamped

Rating 
Price: £27.46
Tube diameters: 7mm; 8mm; 3⁄8in; 10mm
Tel: 03332 406 406
Web: www.axminster.co.uk

Axminster’s 
Evolution mandrel 
removes this 
hazard by putting 
the pressure 
directly through the piece to 
be turned, rather than the centre rod.

The live centre has a rod secured within 
it and takes standard kit bushings to suit your 
project. It also comes complete with a set of 
7mm bushings for the slimline pen and other 
basic kits.

The revolving centre is hollow, which allows 
it to slide over the rod and push up tight to the 
bushings so that when the quill is tightened, 
the pressure is directly on the bushings, which 
puts the blank into compression and prevents 
it from deflecting as you turn.

To give more room when turning smaller 
pieces, there are also two tapered cones, which 
give you a little more room to get the tools in 
on the ends of the work.

Easy to use
The mandrel is so easy to use: it takes just 
seconds to place a new set of blanks on ready 
to turn, and it’s equally as quick to remove the 
turned pieces as there is no unscrewing of 
parts or removal of anything – simply pull the 
tailstock away and the hollow revolving centre 

Simply load up the blank with appropriate 
bushings, bring the tailstock up until it 
engages the bushing, then tighten the 
quill and you’re away

The brass tubes should be glued in to allow for 
the blank to be trimmed back

Fitted into a battery drill, the reamer quickly 
reduces the blanks squarely

remains in the stock, exposing the centre rod 
to slip the blanks on or off.

This really is a top-class accessory that works 
flawlessly and for any turner, even if you only 
occasionally turn the odd kit or two, the results 
from this mandrel will allow you to reap 
rewards in both the end results and the speed 
and ease at which you can get to work. It also 
represents good value for money, which is why 
it gets full marks from me. 

found you can hold longer blanks and ream 
them successfully but shorter lengths will 
require a vice or similar to hold them.

The kit works well on both wood and acrylic 
blanks but you need to be careful not to push 
too hard as you approach the brass tubes. 
However, for fast and efficient squaring up of 
blanks, it’s a real asset to a pen maker’s tool kit.
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Axminster Deluxe 
pen assembly
press
Turning kits are a great way 
of showing off your turning 
skills and while some are 
quite cheap to buy and easy 
to make, some can be both 
expensive and more complex.

At this end of the scale especially, 
assembling them after you’ve spent time 
turning and polishing the parts to a high 
standard can be a little fraught, especially 
if you rely on the normal bench vice or similar 
to push the parts together.

A pen assembly press makes this a breeze 
and on a more expensive kit, helps ensure it 
all goes smoothly and this one from Axminster 
is particularly easy to use.

Rock-solid construction
It’s a rock-solid piece of construction: the lever 
handle is long enough to apply plenty of 
pressure for minimum effort, allowing you to 
easily get more fiddly components into position 
before nipping them up and finally pushing 
them fully home. I found it also allows a really 

 The  Verdict
+ Fast adjustment; very easy to use; 
fine control

– A little expensive

Rating 
Price: £58.96
Max opening: 142mm
Max travel: 32mm
Tel: 03332 406 406
Web: www.axminster.co.uk

 The  Verdict
+ Different speed adhesives available; easy 
to apply; economical

– Sticky!

Rating 
Typical price: £19.96 for a 4oz bottle
Setting speeds: 5 or 30 minutes
Tel: 03332 406 406
Web: www.axminster.co.uk

Pressing the gold button overrides the thread 
for fast adjustment

Equal amounts are 
used to make up the 
adhesive

You need to mix the 
resin and hardener 
thoroughly

Spread the adhesive 
onto the tubes and twist 
them into the blanks

Leave to dry before 
reaming them to length

fine control as the parts are pushed in.
The base is made from thick pressed steel 

and can either be placed on the bench as 
needed or screwed to a suitable place; even 
vertically on the wall, which could prove useful 
for some more fiddly parts.

The jaw opening has a maximum capacity 
of 142mm, which is long enough for the 
common standard kits available, and with 
32mm of travel, more than enough to push 
the fittings fully home.

The threaded bar is an Acme-style coarse 
thread so it will fast adjust to fine-tune to a 
particular fitting, but there’s also an override 
to disengage the thread and slide the bar in 
or out, which can be achieved by pushing 
down on the large gold coloured button. 

The end of the thread has a large nylon pad 
to help prevent damage to the fittings as they 
are pushed in, as well as a central dimple to 
help keep things aligned when you first apply 
the pressure.

The press works in exemplary fashion, and 
for the more avid kit turner or those doing it 
on a more commercial basis, the outlay is 
worth it for the peace of mind it affords.

Zap Z-Poxy adhesive
I’ve got a fair few pen and 
other turning kits under my 
belt now and, in most cases, 
I’ve relied on CA adhesives 
to fix the tubes to the 
turning materials. Pretty 
successful in most instances, 
but I’ve had a few failures 
where the adhesive seems 
to have degraded. Having 
discovered the Z-Poxy 

two-pack adhesive, I’ve been 
putting it to good use and it’s proved excellent.

Tube gluing made easy
It’s an epoxy adhesive comprising a resin and 
a hardener that are mixed in equal quantities. 
The product comes in 5 and 30 minute 
formulas so you can choose the one that 
best suits your needs. It dries clear if you 
have a bonded edge on show, and is also 
shock resistant, which comes in handy.

I’ve had the five-minute one on test and 
with its thick consistency, it works really 
well when gluing tubes into blanks with any 
minute voids filled with the adhesive. Of 
course, its uses on other projects are myriad.

100% success
It doesn’t take a lot to glue up a project, and 
with the twin bottle pack it’s easy to squeeze 
out a small amount so wastage is minimal. 
The only downside I found is that when 
twisting the tubes into the blanks, the glue 
is really sticky on your fingers as it builds up 
around the blank but on the plus side, no 
danger of finding yourself permanently 
attached, as can be the case with superglues!

So far I have had 100% success with around 
30 projects glued and turned. It does go off 
really quickly so you can get a batch pre-drilled, 
then do a quick bit of gluing and you’re ready 
to go in next to no time. I think I’ll stick with 
this from now on! GW
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Useful info
If you’re looking to buy woodturning tools, equipment and blanks, then these suppliers will have everything you’re looking for:

Axminster Tools & Machinery
Tel: 03332 406 406
Web: www.axminster.co.uk (Devon)

BriMarc Tools & Machinery
Tel: 03332 406 967
Web: www.brimarc.com (Devon)
   
Classic Hand Tools
Tel: 01473 784 983
Web: www.classichandtools.com (Suffolk)

Just Wood
Tel: 01292 290 008
Web: www.justwoodonline.com (Scotland)

Lincolnshire Woodcraft
Tel: 01780 757 825
Web: www.lincolnshirewoodcraft.co.uk 
(Stamford)

Peter Child
Tel: 01787 237 291
Web: www.peterchild.co.uk (Halstead)

Simon Hope Woodturning
Tel: 01206 230694
Web: www.hopewoodturning.co.uk (Essex)

Snainton Woodworking Supplies
Tel: 01723 859 545
Web: www.snaintonwoodworking.com 
(North Yorkshire)

Stiles & Bates
Tel: 01304 366 360
Web: www.stilesandbates.co.uk (Kent)

The ToolPost
Tel: 01235 511 101
Web: www.toolpost.co.uk (Oxfordshire)

The Turners Workshop
Tel: 07870 587 615
Web: www.theturnersworkshop.co.uk 
(Newcastle Upon Tyne)

Turner’s Cabin
Tel: 01522 857 144
Web:  www.turnerscabin.co.uk (Lincolnshire)

Turner’s Retreat
Tel: 01302 744 344
Web: www.turners-retreat.co.uk (Doncaster)

Turner’s Toolbox
Tel: 01873 831 589
Web: www.turnerstoolbox.com (Gwent)

TURNING SUPPLIERS TIMBER SUPPLIERS

Lincolnshire Woodcraft
Tel: 01780 757 825
Web: www.lincolnshirewoodcraft.co.uk 
(Stamford)

Ockenden Timber
Tel: 01588 620 884
Web: www.ockenden-timber.co.uk (Powys)

Olivers Woodturning
Tel: 01622 370 280
Web: www.oliverswoodturning.co.uk (Kent)

Surrey Timbers Ltd
Tel: 01483 457 826
Web: www.surreytimbers.co.uk (Guildford)

Sykes Timber
Tel: 01827 718 951
Web: www.sykestimber.co.uk (Warwickshire)

Timberman
Tel: 01267 232 621
Web: www.timberman.co.uk 
(Carmarthenshire)

The Timber Mill
Tel: 07966 396 419
Web: www.thetimbermill.com (Cornwall)

W L West & Sons Ltd
Tel: 01798 861 611
Web: www.wlwest.co.uk (Surrey)

Yandle & Sons Ltd
Tel: 01935 822 207
Web: www.yandles.co.uk (Somerset)

A Harrison
Tel: 01536 725 192
Web: www.aharrisonwoodturning.co.uk 
(Northants)

Black Isle Woodturning
Tel: 07842 189 743
Web: www.blackislewoodturning.com 
(Scotland)

Brodies Timber
Tel: 01350 727 723
Web: www.brodiestimber.co.uk (Perthshire)

D Emmerson Timber
Tel: 01507 524 728
Web: www.emmersontimber.co.uk 
(Lincolnshire)

Earlswood Interiors
Tel: 01564 703 706
Web: www.earlswoodinteriors.co.uk 
(Solihull)

Exotic Hardwoods
Tel: 01732 355 626
Web: www.exotichardwoods.co.uk (Kent)

G&S Specialist Timber
Tel: 01768 891 445
Web: www.toolsandtimber.co.uk (Cumbria)

Good Timber
Tel: 01327 344 550
Web: www.goodtimber.com 
(Northamptonshire)

Interesting Timbers
Tel: 01761 241 333
Web: www.interestingtimbers.co.uk 
(Emborough) 

John Davis Woodturning Centre
Tel: 01264 811 070
Web: www.johndaviswoodturning.com 
(Hampshire)
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OTHER SIZES 
AVAILABLE

450W 230V
5 Speed

Bench Drill

Stock No. 38256
4 piece 150mm 
Soft Grip Bevel 
Edge Wood 
Chisel Set

Stock No. 89726

150mm Heavy Duty Soft Grip 
Dual Action Clamps

Stock No. 02373

254mm 1500W 230V Table Saw

Stock No. 31133 200mm Heavy Duty Soft Grip 
Carpenter's Pincers

Stock No. 72172

ASK FOR A COPY OF OUR
CATALOGUE OR VIEW ONLINE: drapertools.com/catalogue

For more information call 03332 406967 or visit brimarc.com    

Stay sharp 
     with the T-7
Water Cooled Sharpening System

£439.96

502867

SAVE 
£90

Square Edge Jig for plane 
irons and wood chisels

  Stone Grader grades the 
stone for a 1000 grit fi nish

Truing Tool makes grindstone 
exactly round and fl at

AngleMaster  sets jig 
to any angle from 10°- 75°



HD2p
Extractor/Vac/

Inflator

£65.00
INC VAT

HS 80210mm BenchtopCircular Saw

£99.99
INC VAT

HG343” grinder-polisher
INC FREE TOOLKIT£57.99INC VAT

Carry case & Rail bag
Only £22.50 Inc VAT

ag
VAT

PL 55
Plunge Saw System

 c/w 1.4m guide track

£189.99
INC VAT

ORDER ONLINE OR
ALL PRICES CARRIAGE PAID UK MAINLAND

HS100S
250mm Sawbench

£149.99
INC VAT

HBS 20
Hobby Bandsaw

£109.99
INC VAT

2015 Happy   

HM81216mm Sliding-Mitre Saw (Cuts 
305x65mm)

£149.99
INC VAT

BD7500Belt & Disc Sander£84.00
INC VAT

50%
OFF



SD1600vVariable speed
Scroll saw

£109.99
INC VAT

9

DMT 450
5 speed Benchtop

Midi Lathe

£264.99
INC VAT

BTS 800 4” x 6” HD Belt & Disc Sander
£149.99

INC VAT

Tiger 2000sSharpening &Honing Machine£129.99INC VAT

HMS 2000
8” x 5” Planer /Thicknesser
£289.99

INC VAT

OSM 100
Oscillating Bobbin 

Sander

£149.99
INC VAT

DP16SLPillar drill with laser & vice£179.99INC VAT

HS105
SEMI-PRO

10” Table saw

£229.99
INC VAT

HA 1000Dust Extractor
£119.99

INC VAT

  Hobby Days

NMATOOLS.CO.UK
INFO@NMAUK.COM

CALL 01484 400488
- OFFERS END 31ST DECEMBER 2015



+ +
 Universal saw blade 
Ø  315 mm , Z 48

 Cutterhead set 
 Universal cutter head 
(steel made) 

AF 12  dust extraction extractor   
 with dust bag quick change system 

•  4.0 HP (3.0 kW) motor 
•  Format sliding table  2000 mm
•  1100 mm outrigger table 
•  Precision mitre index system  
•  1300 mm crosscut fence for outrigger table 
•  Planer fence tilts from 90° to 45° 
•  Surface planer table length 1400 mm  
•  Planing width  310  mm  
•  Remarkably user friendly  
•  Allows rapid retooling 

C3 31 Comfort
 COMBINATION 
 MACHINE  + 
 STARTER-SET 

 Combination machine 

6.718,05

5.390,00
 Save up to  1.328,05   £    excl. VAT 

Unit 2, Sovereign Business Park, Joplin Court, Crownhill, MK8 0JP MILTON KEYNES
Tel: 01908 635 000, info@ukfelder.co.uk, www.ukhammer.co.uk
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you, however much effort it has absorbed, you 
will have written a book that no one wants to 
read and cooked a meal no one fancies eating. 

The obverse is not quite true. If your turnings 
have style and poise, then the odd blemish 
might be overlooked. These days we’re all 
prepared for – we even welcome – the 
‘imperfections’ in timber; they show us more of 
the nature and inherent beauty of wood. Might 
we not also accept shortcomings in our turning 

I
f I have a beef with woodturners, it is 
when they use one half of their brain 
and neglect the other. Yes, you have to 
be something of an engineer: wood is 

a troublesome material, especially when it’s 
whizzing round at invisible speed. You have to 
be skilful; you have to be a problem solver; you 
have to be determined, but all this will count 
as nothing if the end result of your labour is 
clumpy or unrefined. However long it has taken 

technique as long as the vision is strong?
Bryan Cath agrees with my first point but 

not with my second and it doesn’t take long 
to see why. His work is a tour de force; it’s 
almost frightening. Do I need to say anything 
about the segmented bowl shown in the lead 
image apart from ‘good heavens!’? “I turn 
the inside first and completely finish it. I get 
it spot on, then I turn the outside to match,” 
says Bryan. Yes, alright: that sounds easy.

Fine-tuning

Edward Hopkins 
meets Bryan Cath, 
a segmented turner 
with a complex 
and mathematical 
mind whose pieces 
will leave you 
scratching your 
head in wonder

Bryan’s open-segmented fruit bowl
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A thousand pounds
And what about the piece shown here,  
his favourite and a prizewinner? The concept 
is bold; the design painstaking; the lines 
balanced and the execution immaculate. 
“Working mornings or afternoons, never 
evenings, I have to be alert: one mistake 
and it’s all over.” It took him six weeks to 
accomplish; a figure that befuddles some 
fellow members of North Devon Woodturners 
of which he is Chair: “They think I’m crackers!”

Most of them, like Bryan, are amateur and 
do not rely on turning for their income (he 
now makes a living building and maintaining 
websites) but what price should such a piece 

Bryan’s prizewinner took him six weeks to make

Some designs are born and raised just in his head, but the Gherkin demanded lengthy mathematics 
and calculations

“Cutting lists are boring to some people, but 
to me they’re quite interesting,” Bryan explains

The Gherkin – the inspiration for Bryan’s most 
complicated piece
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command? And what, when a gallery has 
slapped on its 100% mark-up? You’d probably 
have to part with a grand. Instead this piece 
sits largely unseen in his dining room. “My wife 
loves it: she won’t allow me to sell it. I must 
have had four attempts at the top.” The more 
complicated, difficult and challenging the task, 
the more likely Bryan is to attempt it. And if 
there is one word that Bryan uses over again 
about himself throughout our meeting, it is 
‘fussy’. Let’s run with that. Ever experimental, 
the piece in the background, bottom left is an 
upturned bowl within a bowl – a flying saucer.

Mathematical precision
Looking at a selection of extremely complicated 
pieces, I ask him ‘what’s your failure rate’. 
He hesitates. “I don’t have a failure rate; 
I’m a fussy sort of... no, come and see.” We go 
downstairs to his basement. In his small and 
surprisingly cluttered workshop (“It’s usually 
spotless”) is a model of Norman Foster’s 
Gherkin. It’s in bits, and it’s going to stay 
that way. Bryan has tried and tried again but 
has finally admitted defeat. “I was asking too 
much of all the glue joints; it drove me round 
the bend” No shame there. (“You rotter! 
You’re really going to take a picture of that?”)

Some designs are born and raised just in his 

head, but the Gherkin 
demanded lengthy 
mathematics and 
calculations. “Cutting 
lists are boring 
to some people, 
but to me they’re 
quite interesting.”

Cutting segments
The centre piece of Bryan’s workshop is a Kity 
combination machine, which he bought when 
he was 23. “It’s fantastic. It has a saw, planer, 
spindle moulder and mortiser all running off 
one motor and it works perfectly well. They’re 
still available on the second-hand market 
as the old boys don’t need them anymore.” 

It is accurate enough to cut the segments at 
the required angles. These he takes from his 
cutting list... to a digital square... to the saw 

bed and from thence to a large disc sander 
set up in a similarly precise way.

“Probably the biggest weakness of all 
woodturners,” Bryan comments, “is trying to 
finish on the lathe. However fine the grit, you 
simply cannot stop seeing all the rings, even if 
they’re microscopic.” Bryan finishes his pieces 
hand-held against a buffing wheel laced with 
cutting paste. Then he polishes with carnauba 
wax and buffs up “until you can see your face 
in it.” Seeing such excellence, you and I might 

Bryan’s Kity combination machine – a jack of all trades
The machine is invaluable due to the accuracy it affords him when cutting 
those precise angles

Bryan’s finishing kit 
– note the many 

polishing mops, which 
are required to deliver 
that mirror-like surface 

Two holding devices: a non-slip mat (right) and a cone (left). “It’s another part of me being a perfectionist that I want someone to pick up a piece of mine 
and say ‘well, how the hell did he hold that?’”
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As a child, he played with Meccano (“I love 
gearboxes”). He took his bike apart and put 
it back together, followed by his motorbike, 
then his car. Nothing was safe. Much later 
he bought into the motor trade running a 
franchise of Suntester diagnostics, which he 
grew to be the largest franchise in the country: 
a mobile service tuning the BMWs and Rolls 
Royces of stockbroker Surrey and Hampshire.

Always ahead of the game, he noticed that 
manufacturers were restricting the software 
that allowed others to tune their engines, 
so Bryan sold up. Swapping tense customers 
who might threaten to sue if he fluffed their 
tuning for customers who laughed it off if he 
burnt their toast, he bought a nine-bedroomed 
hotel in Ilfracombe. ‘Brave?’ I suggested. “Yes, 
a bit mad.” 

‘So you like people?’ I enquired. “Oh yes!” 
But hotel work was mundane. At the end of 
his first season, he was bored. “It was boring. 
It was definitely boring. It was boring as sin.” 
And, neither drinking nor smoking, and hating 
the smell of smoke, he was sick of running a 
bar. Something had to change. Other people 
might have sold up and moved on, but Bryan 
had found what he needed: a problem.

Bryan (let me jump around) has a very active 
brain, especially first thing in the morning and 
late at night. He doesn’t watch horror movies; 
he turns away from their trailers. He won’t 
even watch the news because, bad as it is, he 
will make it worse. He will become the Syrian 
refugee and will extrapolate all manner of grief, 
living through it as if it is real. It’ll haunt him 
for days.

A blessed relief is walking. Back then, and still 
now, he’d pull on his boots and stride out 
across Exmoor – here he can relax. He’d return 
home and write up the walks, some wonderful: 

aspire to the same. Perhaps with patience 
and application we could produce such 
marvels. Well, call me fatalistic, but I think 
it’s already too late. And I don’t think it’s the 
sort of work one can choose to do: it either 
emanates from you or it doesn’t.

Finding the problem
Bryan’s father rose to become Principal of 
Coutts, and hence the Queen’s bank manager: 
high expectations were probably always in 
Bryan’s blood. When he was 11, he bought 
his first lathe, “a pressed tin thing driven by a 
two-speed electric drill. It was horribly flexible, 
and if you had dig-ins, pieces would take off 
and fly across the room.” He read articles in 
woodworking magazines and, along with trial 
and error, by the age of 13 he had mastered 
turning between centres. He acquired a 
Coronet lathe which, with its belt change 
speeds and faceplates “was far more exciting, 
and I started to enjoy myself.” Now he has 
upgraded to a Record variable-speed lathe. 

Candlesticks in sycamore 
and ebony with brass 
insert cups. The challenge 
here was to make the two 
identical

Harvey is Bryan’s new 
grandchild. Letter and 

background are cut in one 
operation with the 

scrollsaw table “at peanuts 
of an angle:” the kerf 

disappears as the letter 
push-fits
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some less so; and he published booklets. 
Then, back in 1986 before this sort of thing 
became popular, he hit on an idea. Why not 
create package holidays for walkers? He’d 
minibus guests to the start of a linear walk 
and pick them up at the end. “It was such an 
obvious idea. I asked the Tourist Information 
Centre why no one else seemed to be doing 
this”. “Because hoteliers are lazy” came the 
answer. Not this one.

Bryan contacted outdoor journalists and 
entertained them to a free holiday. He was 
rewarded with pages and pages of implicit 
praise, and his venture took off.

I had already noticed the fine professional 
photographs of mountains on his living room 

easy-going, friendly, chuckly sort of bloke: 
“many people are complete idiots. I mean it, 
and I let them know.” I pull him up on this. 
‘You know that’s not true? We’re all right from 
our side’. “Yes, I know, and they probably think 
that I’m the idiot, but they’re conniving and 
devious and I don’t see the point. It’s why 
I became self-employed: the people above 
me were idiots.” I point out that a streak of 

As you can see, Bryan’s pretty handy with a 
scrollsaw too 

A turned and carved 
vase in ash, the 
grain filled with 
gold powder

wall, well composed and well exposed. 
I guessed: ‘Did you take those?’ He had. 
“I was good at art at school.” 

I then became emboldened. Here was a very 
interesting character. Engineer, perfectionist, 
communicator, writer, artist; easily bored, 
gregarious, patient, entrepreneurial... I took 
a chance. Most people, when I steer the 
conversation towards astrology, turn off or turn 
away, but I wanted to know more about him. 
‘Have you had your natal chart drawn up?’ 
I asked. “Double Aries” he replied: “sun 
conjunct the moon. I’ve always believed in 
astrology. I’m not religious in any shape or 
form but I’m open to this.” A few moments 
later, he had found his chart.

‘Do you begin things but not end them?’ 
I asked, half-knowing the answer. “I did until 
quite recently, but I’ve grown out of that.” 
‘And are you forthright to a fault?’ “Yes, I tend 
to tell it as I see it. A lot of people can’t cope 
with that and I do upset them.” ‘What are you 
like at expressing your emotions; knowing your 
emotions?’ “I used to be hopeless; all locked 
up, but I’m much better now; I’m much freer.”

And then, strangely from the mouth of an 

Further info
For more info on segmented work, 
see the website of Bryan’s mentor/
teacher by books, Dennis Keeling:  
www.dkeeling.com

A few other useful links:
bryan@combewalks.com 
www.northdevonwoodturners.org.uk 
www.combewalks.com 
www.exmoorwalkingfestival.co.uk 
www.visit-exmoor.co.uk 

duplicity might well reside in him too because 
his Ascendant is in Gemini. He seems to know 
something about this but he’s not letting on. 
“Mmm. I wish it wasn’t.”

He does crosswords but he doesn’t do 
gardening or languages and he doesn’t do 
philosophy. “I can’t stand academics; Simon 
Schama drives me mad. What’s the point of 
knowledge? It’s irrelevant.” His general 
knowledge is, he says, “rock bottom.” He 
doesn’t read novels, in fact he doesn’t read 
books in general; there is enough to be going 
on with inside his brain without entertaining 
other people’s worlds. The only reading he 
does, and I am very pleased to hear this; 
he tells me he does it from cover to cover, 
and there’s a pile of them down by his 
chair as if to prove it (and, you see, nothing 
has changed over half a century or more) 
is of woodworking magazines. GW
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The American Association of Woodturners’ (AAW) 
2015 International Symposium was held in June in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, USA. Attendees were invited 
to bring and display up to three pieces of (their own) 
turned work in the Symposium’s Instant Gallery 
(a pop-up gallery). The enormous open member 
show featured more than 1,300 art works and 
crafts in wood by woodturners of all skill levels.

Members of the AAW’s Professional Outreach 
Program (POP), which promotes high standards of 
professionalism in woodturning, selected a total 
of 10 exceptional pieces to receive 2015 ‘Excellence 
Awards’. We share those pieces with you here… GW

‘Bryce Canyon II’ in Russian olive burl, by 
American turner Kip Christensen, 125 × 150mm

A winner within the Youth Division was 
New Mexico-based Michael Andersen 
for his piece ‘Surreal Stream’, made in 
rosewood and ebony, 138 × 254 × 92mm

Centrefold

AAW ‘Excellence Award’ winners
We look at the 10 deservedly-awarded turned pieces 

from the 2015 AAW International Symposium
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American Association  
of  Woodturners (AAW)
Based in Minnesota, AAW is a nonprofit 
organisation dedicated to advancing the 
art and craft of woodturning worldwide 
by providing opportunities for education, 
information, and organisation to those 
interested in turning wood. Established 
in 1986, AAW currently has more than 
15,000 members and a network of over 
350 local chapters globally representing 
professionals, amateurs, gallery owners, 
collectors and wood/tool suppliers. AAW’s 
journal, American Woodturner is the 
foremost publication on the art and 
craft of woodturning in the world. For 
more info, see www.woodturner.org

‘Untitled’ in dyed poplar veneer, by Tiberio Yepes, 63 × 356 × 305mm 

‘Old Teapot’ in poplar burl, by French turner Hubert Landri, 138 × 138mm 

‘Passion Flower’ – a pyrographed piece in Norfolk island pine 
by Hawaii-based turner John Mydock, 125 × 406mm

AAW International Symposium highlights



Another winner in the Youth Division was Parker Duxbury from Ohio with ‘Scene: Deer Amidst the Trees’, 
made in walnut, poplar, cherry and maple, 200 × 279 × 125mm

‘Hollow Form with Coral Texture’ 
in sheoak, by Australian turner 
Neil Turner, 63 × 171mm

‘Pebble Form’ in sycamore by American turner 
Max Brosi, 254 × 150mm 

Also winning in the College Division was 
Riley Stensland with ‘Modern Man’, made 
using spalted maple, copper, matches and 
striking paper, 406 × 75mm

Kailee Bosch won within the College Division 
with ‘Connection’ a sculptural piece in Russian 
olive and steel, 508 × 255 × 180mm

Centrefold
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Make life easy and pre-book your tickets.
Telephone 01749 813899 or write to SK Promotions, 
The Old Sun, Crete Hall Road, Northfleet Kent, DA11 9AA
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O
ne of the most commonly asked 
questions is “what’s the best 
timber?” There is something missing 
from that sentence. As it stands, the 

question shows that the questioner does not 
understand the subject. What is missing is the 
little word ‘for’. When choosing timber you 
have to consider for what purpose the item 
is being made. Then, using your understanding 
of the characteristics of different timbers, you 
will be able to choose a species.

Most decisions by amateurs these days are 
made on the basis of what is available, not 
what they actually need. In a sense, this article, 

Timber – a very 
complex subject!
In the last of this series, Michael Huntley explores the 
complexities of timber and all the considerations that need  
to be taken into account when choosing the best piece to use. 
There’s a lot to learn so best put the kettle on!

the last in the series, should have been first! 
But a long technical article on timber might 
have been off-putting to the beginner, so let’s 
consider the decision process.

Do you already own 
the timber or will 
you be buying it in?
There are several issues here. Are you in the 
situation that you have timber in stock and are 
looking for something to make with it; or do 
you have a project in mind and are hoping that 
you have suitable timber? This latter situation 

may well lead to a trip to the timber yard 
because you cannot find anything suitable 
in your stack and you need to search through 
a better range of timbers at the yard. The 
reason that I mention this problem is that 
many projects are made with unsuitable 
timber because that is what is handy. So 
we need to consider what makes timber 
unsuitable. Over the next few pages I’ve listed 
some of the factors that you need to consider. 
However, for a comprehensive list you need a 
good timber book such as R. Bruce Hoadley’s 
Understanding Wood and a timber dictionary 
such as World Woods by William A Lincoln.

A view of Yandles and Sons Ltd of Martock’s extensive timber yard  Photographs courtesy of Yandles and Sons Ltd
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Are rainforest  
timbers excluded  
from the choice? 
There are systems for ensuring that rainforest 
timbers are managed sustainably, benefit the 
local community and are accredited. The FSC 
(Forest Stewardship Council) is one. Some 
timber suppliers have a ‘Responsible 
Purchasing Policy’. Check your supplier for 
these statements and accreditations and if 
satisfied, then you can buy tropical timber 
with confidence. Be aware, though, that the 
use of some tropical timbers can result in skin 
or nose irritation. Always wear a dust mask!

While on the subject of sustainability, don’t 
forget your local wood recycling centre – these 
often have supplies of interesting timbers. 
www.recyclenow.com will tell you where 
your nearest centre is.

Do you need  
man-made boards?
If your project needs large flat surfaces, 
then you may choose to use man-made boards 
because wide boards of solid timber are not 
easily available. Good quality plywood is the 
best choice, but look for the accreditation 
mark. MDF produces fine dust when worked 
and there are long-term issues about off-
gassing. My personal choice is not to work with 
MDF because I like the appearance of a solid 
wood surface even if it has to be a plywood 
surface, and I want to reduce the amount of 
time that I have to spend wearing a dust mask. 

Loading of the object
This is normally dealt with by altering cross-
sectional size, but if there are variable loads, 
then you may want to choose species that 
are resistant to splitting or have specific 
interlocking grain patterns. An extreme 
example of a variable load is the hub of a 
wooden wheel, but I have recently come across 
this same situation for the hub of an octagonal 
timber-framed building that I’m working on. 
Cross-laminating is another form of structurally 
useful physical layout, similar to interlocking 

Will the object be 
indoors or outdoors? 
This is a pretty major question. If outdoors, 
then you need to use a timber that is fairly 
water- and rot-resistant. The most obvious 
of these are rainforest timbers, but you 
may want to avoid these on ethical grounds. 
If you are going for native species, then the 
most obvious answer is oak, although sweet 
chestnut for post and rail construction is 
an often overlooked timber. 

s Pic.1 Not all plywood is the same – look for thin lamins with no voids. The third and fourth  
ones down are the best quality. Decorative veneer facings are available at an extra cost

Pic.3 Most wood floats, but lignum 
vitae doesn’t. When cricket bails 

blow off the stumps in heavy wind, 
lignum bails can be used

s

s Pic.2 Home-made bending test. Load a sample with a heavy weight and see how far apart the 
supports need to be. But if you don’t want your shelves to bend over the years, then allow a healthy 
safety factor!
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growth patterns. In general, slow growing, 
dense timbers are stronger than faster 
growing, less dense timber – see below.

Strength
There are various ways of measuring the 
strength of timber and data is available in 
World Woods. Suffice it to say, hickory is one 
of the higher ones and lime is one of the lower 
ones. Apart from the obvious need for strength 
to hold a weight, there is also the propensity 
to bruise that needs to be taken into account. 
You don’t want an easily bruised timber for 
a table top. For those wanting more detailed 
information on the characteristic values 
for a number of timbers, see The Strength 
Properties of Timber, by Gwendoline M. Lavers.

Weight
It may well be that your ideal timber is just too 
heavy for the job, so there has to be a trade off 
between strength and weight. Heavy timbers 
can also be very exhausting to work and they 
may well blunt your tools. www.datadryad.
org/repo/handle/10255/dryad.235 gives 
densities of timbers and other interesting 
information.

Insect damage
Some timbers are resistant to insects, whereas 
some attract insects. Wood-boring insects like 
sapwood. For various reasons, it is best to avoid 
using sapwood if you can.

Bending
There are also tables available to say which 
timber is best for steam-bending. If you want to 
avoid bending, then search for the ‘modulus of 
elasticity’ of timbers, although this may well 
be covered in the strength tables. There are 
also tables that show the changes in dimension 
for various timbers.

Taking glue
This is an often overlooked point. Some 
timbers have an oily surface and need special 
preparation before gluing. Washing the glue 
surfaces with acetone first will de-grease it.

Taking surface finishes
In the same way, some timber surfaces don’t 
take certain polishes well. For example, the 
open grain of oak means that it doesn’t take 
French polish well. That doesn’t mean that you 
cannot polish oak, but it would be more time 
consuming than polishing walnut, for instance.

Appearance
I have put appearance last in my list of 
characteristics, but of course many people 

Pic.4 Hopefully 
your timber isn’t 

as severely insect 
damaged as this 

piece of lime!

s

Pic.5 The top piece of spalted beech has shrunk in its width leaving 
a gap at the lower shoulders after this joint was cut. Interestingly, the 
joint becomes tight during wet weather. It is very educational to cut 
a joint like this and leave it in the workshop to observe how often the 
timber expands and contracts with the weather

s
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would think that visual appearance should 
be first. The trouble is that a beautiful timber 
may be hard to work, difficult to polish, easily 
split and very expensive. For those reasons, 
although you love the timber, you may choose 
to use it for something different or use it as 
a veneer on a more amenable substrate.

NEXT MONTH
Michael is back with a brand new series 
on Japanese joinery

s Pic.6 A steam box at the Windsor Workshop being opened and… 
Photographs courtesy of www.thewindsorworkshop.co.uk

s Pic.7 …the steam-bent hoop being allowed to set in the shaped former

Physical characteristics 
of timber
Sometimes I wish I hadn’t started this article – 
there is just too much to say! However, these 
are the basic structures of timber. If grown in 
Europe, it will be either hardwood or softwood. 
In general, hardwood loses its leaves in winter 
and softwood doesn’t. Softwood also has resin 
canals, whereas hardwood doesn’t. Tropical 
timbers are different again. If you cut a section 
through the tree you will see growth rings 
and bark. The darker growth rings are the 
heartwood; the pale area just below the bark 
is the sapwood. If you cut a tree longitudinally, 
then you will see growth rings on the edge. 
This longitudinal section shows the grain. The 
growth rings are formed of hollow vessels that 
run from the base of the tree right to the tips 
of the branches. There are other structures 
in the timber, such as rays, that give variation 
to the appearance of the grain. The overall 
appearance of the grain is known as figure. 
Figure is very important in determining the 
value of timber.

Trees have branches, and in the sawn timber 
the place where branches join the trunk are 
known as knots. Knots can be decorative as 
well as annoying. Timber can also have marks, 
which are the response to disease, and these 
can also be decorative. Some of these are 
known as burrs or burls.

Water content 
Living trees have a lot of water in them. When 
a tree is cut down and converted into planks, 
it must be stacked and left so that air can pass 
between the boards, and the water dry out. 
This is known as seasoning. Timber that is 
unseasoned is known as green timber. The 
subject is very complex; it takes years to 
understand timber so a few sentences here 
are not going to suffice! Read the books that I 
have mentioned. The main point that you need 
to know is that timber will continue to take in 
and let out moisture vapour for years after it 
is felled and seasoned. As this happens, the 
timber will expand and contract. Your use 
of the timber must take these changes into 
account. A guide to timber and moisture can 
be found in How to Season and Dry Your Own 
Wood, by Alan Holtham, published by GMC 
Publications. But be aware that NOTHING you 
can do will prevent the timber from moving! 
I hope this series has been helpful. GW
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Make your 
own mini 
pole-lathe
Alan Turner shows 
you how to build a 
small version of the 
traditional pole-lathe 
that can even be 
used in a city garden

550

200

400

Leather or
webbing hinge

Figure 1 Treadle
All measurements in millimetres

All parts of the lathe  

are made of oak but  

you could use offcuts  

of beech or ash. The  

A-frame is made  

of pine

Tools
you’ll need
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Project

P
ole-lathes have been around for 
centuries and only went out of 
commercial production around 
40 years ago. Today, they are being 

used by craft workers in forests (see our feature 
on page 60) and by an increasing number of 
hobbyists who enjoy the hands-on experience 
of this ancient tool. It’s certainly a cheap, safe 
way to enjoy the pleasures of woodturning.

I built my own pole-lathe about four years 
ago and have spent many happy hours turning 
green wood into usable items, including a 
couple of Windsor chairs.

The idea of making a smaller version came 
from a picture of a medieval lathe operated in 
the sitting position and driven by a bow. This, 
of course, only leaves one hand to work the 

cutting tool. 
I wondered if it was 
possible to make a 
mini lathe that could 
be driven by leg power 
in the sitting position, leaving both hands free.

Many hobbyists don’t have room for the 
4-5m pole originally used on these lathes and 
have to use car roof rack bungies to drive their 
lathes. These can be attached to the workshop 
ceiling and provide the spring return for the 
treadle. In my mini version, the spring return 
comes from rubber stretched across the 
framework about 300mm above the workpiece. 
It’s cheap and simple to build and offers the 
chance for a complete novice to have a go at 
turning. As the power all comes directly from 
the operator, it’s also safe for children to use, 
under supervision.

Lathe bed
The lathe bed is simple to build but you must 
make sure all the screw holes are countersunk. 
Also, the holes drilled at the right-hand end 
of the bed to fix the spacer and those at the 
left poppet should be diagonally opposed.

Poppets
To make the poppets you will need 12mm 
threaded bar and bolts. On the left-hand 
poppet, drill a 10mm diameter hole, 20mm 
deep and 25mm down from the top. It should 
be perfectly horizontal to the lathe bed. 
Turn the threaded bar into this hole to cut 
the threads in the timber. Remove the bar 
and grind one end to a point. Cut to a length
of about 35mm and screw into the hole until 
tight. The left poppet can now be screwed in 
place on the lathe bed. 

The right poppet is also drilled with a 10m bit, 
25mm down but this time it is drilled all the 
way through, see Figure 2.

The threaded bar for the right poppet will 
also need grinding to a point and needs a crank 
on the other end. I used a bolt with a hooked 
end but you could heat some straight bar and 
bend this to a crank shape. The bar needs to 
have around 60mm of usable thread. This can 
now be threaded into the hole in the poppet. A 
drop of oil may ease the thread cutting process 
and make the thread easier to turn in use. If it’s 
stiff, the thread can be lightly sanded to make 
it turn easily. This poppet must be easy to turn.

When cutting the slot at the bottom, drill the 
lower hole at a slight angle to correspond with 
the wedge taper. Note that the top of the slot 
will be just above the base of the bed, so that 
the wedge will lock the poppet in place.

The 60 × 20 × 20mm pieces can now be 
screwed centrally onto the 8mm deep slots 
and the accuracy of the centres can be checked 
by moving the right-hand poppet across to 
meet the fixed left poppet, just like the drive 
centres of a powered metal lathe.

Wedge
Cut the wedge from a 100 × 30 × 8mm piece 
and round off the bottom edge of the taper 
to correspond with the round edge at the 
bottom of the slot.

Toolrest
On a pole-lathe, the rest usually sits up against 



Figure 3 Poppets
All measurements in millimetres
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the poppets and is held at one end by a screw. 
Adjustment is needed for different diameter 
workpieces. I decided to design a toolrest that 
would slide across the bed and be adjustable 
for height and size of workpiece. Note that 
the gap between the two top cross pieces is 
30mm, allowing the 27mm lower section of 
the rest to be moved into place and held by 
wedges. The height is adjusted by using a 
spacer underneath.

The 660 × 20 × 20mm uprights can be 
screwed into position at the sides of the lathe 
bed and the cross piece added. The rubber is 
now stretched across the hooks placed about 
100mm down.

The rubber
Raid the sewing box for elastic or use a bungie 
or part of a bike tyre inner tube for this part, 
but remember that the tension determines 
the pressure needed to drive the lathe as well 
as the return action. On my machine, I used 
1.2m of model aircraft rubber. The ends were 
knotted together and the length halved and 
fastened by hooks.

Making the A-frame
I am 1.88mm tall and when sitting with the 
stool level at 460mm, this frame is the ideal 
height. You will have to experiment to find 
the right size for you.  

If the A-frame is made to a height of 1,100mm, 
it can be used standing up. In this case, 
the treadle would be pivoted from a base 
measuring 500mm square, which the 
operator stands on when using the lathe.

The bed sits astride the A-frame and can 
be screwed to it in a position that allows the 
cord to run freely at the left-hand side of the 
workpiece. The distance moved by the treadle 
determines the number of revolutions for every 
downward stroke. As this lathe is operated in 
the sitting position, there will be less treadle 
movement than with a normal pole-lathe. 
It’s a simple job to lengthen the treadle and 
adjust it to suit the user. 

Strips of leather could be used to make the 
hinges of the treadle, but I used seat webbing 
in a double layer. The material you choose must 
be trapped onto the frame with short pieces of 
timber screwed over the top and the same on 
the rear stretcher. To check it works smoothly, 
sit on the lathe and find the best fixing 
position. Use short strips screwed around the 
shape of the heel to prevent your foot slipping.

Driving cord
I used 2m of 3mm cord fastened to the end 
of the treadle arm. It is then wrapped twice 
around the workpiece and tied onto the 
rubber so that it is under slight tension.

Blanks for a pole-lathe are usually made by cleaning freshly cut 
green ash or beech into workable-sized pieces. These are held in a 
shaving horse and shaped into a cylinder using a drawknife. For this 
mini lathe, it’s easier to use short lengths of straight timber up to 
50mm diameter and 200mm long. One advantage is that the central 
pith of a small section of log will often mark the centre of the work 
for setting in the lathe. If you want to use seasoned timber, always 
cut off the corners to form octagonal sections and punch the centre 
points in the ends to a depth of about 5mm

Making your blanks

s Pic.1 View of the lathe with workpiece ready for turning



Figure 5 'A' frame
All measurements in millimetres
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Figure 4 Tool rest
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If space is tight, make the A-frame with bolts and wing-nuts, 
so that it can be taken apart and stored away in the workshop 
ready for next summer

Tip
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5 steps to green turning...
Step 1 Move the right-hand poppet across the 
lathe bed until the distance between centres 
is around 6mm greater than the length of the 
blank. Lock it in place by tapping the wedge 
with a mallet. 

Step 2 Wrap the drive cord twice around the 
blank and proceed to push onto the centre of 
the left poppet. 

Step 3 Turn the crank on the right poppet 
until it holds the work firmly but doesn’t 
restrict the turning action. Put a spot of oil 
on both centres, treadle a few times and then 
re-tighten the crank.

Step 4 The blank should rotate towards you as 
you push on the treadle and spring back as you 
release it. The drive cord should run smoothly 
on the work and not cross over itself. You can 

MINI POLE-LATHE CUTTING LIST

adjust if needed by moving the attachment 
point of the cord to the rubber. When you 
tension the rubber, it should still allow the 
treadle to move easily.

Step 5 Rest your gouge on the top of the rest 
and cut as the wood rotates towards you. The 
gouge is then pulled back slightly as the treadle 
returns. You soon get used to the action as 
you practice. Your right foot is used to provide 
stability by resting on the frame’s rear stretcher.

Gouges
A 25mm or wider 
roughing gouge is 
essential to turn the 
blank into a cylinder. 
I use woodcarving 
gouges of 5 and 
10mm for the shaping 
and a 50mm firmer 
chisel for smoothing. 

I did try working my mini pole-lathe with a 
bow but found that it must have been a simple 
curved stick with cord held loosely between 
the ends. The concave arch is held facing 
downwards and the cord becomes taut when 
wrapped twice around the workpiece. It’s 
surprising how much drive is transferred to 
the work with minimal effort but you need 
a lot of practice to use the gouge skilfully 
with only one hand. Whether you decide to 
use a bow or the treadle shown here, I hope 
you enjoy making and using your own mini 
pole-lathe – happy turning! GW

s Pic.2 Pieces up to about 50mm diameter can be turned on this size of lathe

Quantity Size Use
2  710 × 60 × 20 For top of A-frame
4  400 × 40 × 20 For lathe bed
2  130 × 40 × 20 For lathe bed
1  40 × 40 × 20 Spacer for lathe bed
1   110 × 40 × 20 Left poppet
1  160 × 40 × 20 Right poppet
3  60 × 20 × 20 For right poppet and lathe bed
4   100 × 25 × 20 Toolrest
2  40 × 20 × 20 Toolrest
1  110 × 27 × 20 Toolrest
1   125 × 30 × 20 Toolrest
2  50 × 20 × 10 Wedges for toolrest
2   660 × 20 × 20 Uprights for rubber drive
1  400 × 20 × 20 Cross piece for uprights

A-frame: Around 7m of 50mm square section softwood

Treadle: Around 2m of 50mm square timber

Also needed: 2 x 1in cup hooks; 1.2m of model aircraft rubber or 
similar; 2m of 3mm drive cord; 2 x 12mm bolts or threaded bar; 
leather or webbing for pivot; No.8 x 21⁄2in screws; No.8 x 11⁄4in screws.
All measurements in millimetres





Queen of 
the Woods
Barrie Scott ventures into the historic 
Clissett Wood to meet pole-lathe turner 
Gudrun Leitz, who shows him how to 
turn a spindle in less than 30 minutes

T
he continuing popularity of green 
woodworking schools is not surprising. 
It’s a useful way to have a go at 
pole-lathe turning, which could be seen 

as woodwork at it’s most fundamental. People 
get to spend a few days living in a woodland, 
the gear is set up ready for them, the expertise 
is on hand to guide them through and they 
come out with a funky piece of hand-turned 
craft. Many of the students, I gather, return 
to build on the skills they have learned as well 
as to sop up some more of that atmosphere. 
The classes are jolly affairs; people enjoy 
spending time ‘bodging’ in the woods. 

Clissett Wood
For 20 years Clissett Wood in Herefordshire 
has been a prominent green woodworking site. 
Trundle up a dirt track running off a narrow 
country lane and you discover an area where a 
natty stretched canvas canopy covers the work 
area, letting the light in nicely but allowing 
work in all weathers. You are surrounded by 
lush green wood complete with wood-stove 
and earthy comforts.

The wood is now under the proprietorship 
of Gudrun Leitz, who among her many 
accomplishments, back in the ’90s took 
on a contract to supply 500 hefty turned oak 
balusters for the rebuilding of Shakespeare’s 
Globe Theatre, by Southwark Bridge in London. 
It was a studied reproduction of the Elizabethan 
building complete with amphitheatre 
surrounded by tiers of oak galleries, greatly 
enhanced by the woodturner’s art. I was lucky 
enough to meet her again lately after several 
years and enjoy a demonstration of the 
process. She turned a classic Windsor chair 
pattern piece from log to spindle, all by 
hand, swiftly, and without a machine in sight.Ph
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Woodland pedigree
The woodland has a considerable pedigree 
being situated close by the workshop of 19th- 
century chairmaker Philip Clissett and was 
named accordingly. Clissett sourced his supplies 
of elm, ash and cherry locally and spent 72 
years cheerfully improving his craftsmanship. 
About 50 years into his trade he was 
‘discovered’ by Ernest Gimson, a Cotswold 
furniture designer associated with the Arts & 
Crafts movement. He was impressed at his 
working in the old tradition with pole-lathe and 
cleaving brake, not ‘demeaned by Victorian 
barbarism’ in the form of modern industrial 
practices and for a time became a student of 
Clissett’s. The speed and efficiency of his work, 
and the ‘rightness’ of the chairs, in Gimson’s 
view, earned him national acclaim and much 
better business. Gimson recorded that Clissett 
would sing as he worked and could often be 

heard calling out: “If you’re not singing, you’re 
not happy.” Perhaps this is an element of the 
spirit that brings students back to the simple 
but ingenious process of pole-lathing? Modern 
joiners may whistle while they work at a planer, 
but they can’t hear themselves!

Swift spindles
Using a cunning device, a self-locking steel 
wood-claw (see photo above), Gudrun hoiked 
a log of wild cherry up on her stick-built saw 
horse. It had been felled in February, eight 
months before and was cleft in half ready. 
Green woodworkers’ use of cleft timber exploits 
the natural strength of trees’ fibres. It also 
offers a different take on the use of grain 
patterns. She sawed off a length around 
400mm and set it on a stump for some 
business with the side axe, which offers more 
control than the standard axe for cleaving.  

The mallet is traditionally known as a beetle. 
The weighty version favoured by the green 
woodworker for whacking against an axehead 
is made from a log, usually ash, measuring 
75-100mm-thick, simply pared down to create 
a handle. As well as axes, cleaving can be done 
with a steel wedge and hammer or a froe, 
depending on the length of the timber to be 
cleft. The process mostly involves hitting steel 
with wood and steel always wins! 
   Compared to modern methods, considering 
the time taken to buy timber, set up machines, 
etc., cleaving is faster, carbon neutral and 
doesn’t wreck ears or nostrils. In this fashion, 
Gudrun cleaved a quarter log, removed bark 
and pith, a few corners and a stick of clean 
timber was soon ready for the drawknife. 

The shaving horse is a basic but evolved 
workbench for drawknife work. Your body 
weight holds it steady and your foot rests 

Removing 
timber to 
just above 
finished size

Drawkniving on the shavehorse 
to get it as near round as possible,  
so it is ready to turn

A handy drill hole for a reservoir of walnut 
oil for lubricating the end-grain, which 
turn easily in the centre rods

A selection of homemade  
shavehorses

A cunning device for lifting a log.  
The weight makes it lock on

Material being prepared on  
a backwards sawhorse

The side axe Cleaving 
with axe 
and beetle

Reduced to clean timber
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on a simple quick-release clamping lever, 
so you can efficiently shave and manoeuvre 
the workpiece ready for the lathe. 

Many will have seen the pole-lathe in action 
at wood shows. It is said that operating the 
lathe by muscle rather than electric gives 
greater control and sensitivity over the work 
and so has technical advantages. To stand 
and watch it in the hands of an experienced 
operator is always a fascinating and calming 
experience. So concentration is on creating 
the desired shape and, it seemed, enjoying 
the action and sound of the device. It is silent 
other than the rasping of chisel against wood, 
which as Gudrun pointed out, changes when 
the spindle becomes completely round.

An essential trick is to dab a little oil on the 
end-grain where the wood attaches to the 
centre rods that hold it in position while it 
turns, which allows a smooth movement. 
Gudrun likes walnut oil. The whole process took 
barely half an hour, inclusive of chatting time. 

Get pole-lathing!
Many of us enjoy the rapid production potential 
of machine power but were possibly originally 
attracted to woodwork to enjoy the action of 
blade against grain. The machine route, with 
dust extractors, goggles and ear protectors, 
if you’re not careful, can become like factory 
work, whereas pole-lathing is the complete 
opposite. If you’re lucky enough to work near 
your source of material, a woodland or coppice, 
then the process is natural, harmonious and 
the earthy products a pleasing million miles 
from the look of the plastic age.  

It was around the turn of the century 
when I last met Gudrun at Clissett Wood. 
When she told me about her work at the Globe, 
an irresistible idea light-bulbed into my head. 
At that time the theatre in nearby Ledbury 
was being rebuilt. I approached them with 
a proposal that they could have their own 
Globe feature in miniature via the very local 
craftswoman who had done the work. 

By chance, the design for the building included 
a gallery in the entrance lobby that was going 
to require a balustrade. They liked the idea. 
It required a substantial oak trunk to be sawn 
up and cleft in preparation. I placed an advert 
in the local paper asking if anyone had an oak 
tree to spare and sure enough, a farmer had 
one lying in his field and he said he’d be happy 
to donate it to the community’s theatre. It all 
happened and they’re still there, looking fine, 
and will undoubtedly outlast the building. 

Gudrun’s courses include what she terms 
‘sculptural free-form furniture’ and it’s 
wonderful stuff! I hope to visit a class 
next summer and will report back then. GW

Further info
Dates for Gudrun’s 2016 courses  
are due to be released this month. 
To find out more, see  
www.greenwoodwork.co.uk

Applying walnut oil Wonderful shavings! Tools of the trade

The joy of turning An interesting trick. A handful of shavings is  
used to burnish and smooth the finished piece

The Queen of 
the Woods, in 
her element!

Oak spindles in Ledbury Theatre, Gudrun’s work 
– replicas of those she made for Shakespeare’s 
Globe Theatre

19th-century chairmaker, Philip Clissett Inside the Globe Theatre, showing the oak 
spindles, which were lovingly made by Gudrun
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Includes 10 Accessories  XMS15MTMAX

• Slim body for extra user control

• Supplied with 1 x plunge cut saw blade for wood and 1 x scraper

• Triangle sanding disc

• 6 x triangular sanding sheets

• 1 x metal saw blade

• 2 year guarantee
£49.99
RRP £89.99
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Quick-Grip 30cm/12” XP One-Handed 
Clamp   XMS15XPGRIP

• Up to 250kg clamping pressure

• Non-marking pads

• Clamping capacity 300mm (12”)

• Spreading capacity 570mm (22”)

• Supplied with heavy-duty holster

13 Piece 4X Flat Bit Set with Wall Hanger   
XMS15FLATBIT

• Sizes: 8,10,12,13,14,16,17,18, 20, 22, 25, 

30 and 32mm

• Cut four times faster than standard Irwin 

 at bits

• Handy wall hanger

1500 Piece Screw Assortment in Organiser   
XMS15FORGE

• Professional multi-purpose Pozi 

headed screws

• Popular single threaded screws for 

greater holding in a variety of materials

• Durable professional organiser

• Five No.2 Pozi screwdriver bits included

Stealth Hammer with Free Bear Claw Bar    
XMS15HAMMER

• Oversized striking head

• Magnetic nail starter

• Curved claw and side nail puller

• Bear claw double-ended nail bar included

£14.99
RRP £30.99

£14.99
RRP £49.99

£19.99
RRP £34.99

£19.99
RRP £39.99

£35

£15
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with novice Andy King
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Hi GW,
I had some builders doing some work at our house, installing a 
new double glazed window for the garage and a new gutter. The 
old gutter and downpipes (square plastic) were sitting ready to be 
taken to the dump. I was busy sorting out some tubes of filler and 
silicone I keep in an old plastic bin when I had a Eureka! moment.

I cut the old downpipes into 200mm lengths, glued them together 
75mm wide × 100mm high with a hot glue gun and also glued a piece 
of plastic conduit under the front edge to create tilt. Now all my fillers, 
etc. are neat and tidy and don’t roll all over the place. I hope this is 
useful to fellow GW readers.
Recycle-mad Steve Vanderzee, from Sunderland

What a great little tip for fellow readers, Steve! I’m really into my 
recycling and re-using odd bits and pieces that would otherwise find 
themselves into the bin. Remember, if anyone else has any nifty tricks 
up their sleeves, do let me know!
Tegan Foley

Handy filler-tube 
storage solution

Andy knocked up these great pallet chairs at the recent D&M Tool Show

Write to: Good Woodworking,  
Enterprise Way Edenbridge, Kent TN8 6HG  

Email: tegan.foley@mytimemedia.com

Steve’s new storage solution is 
made using old gutter and 

downpipe offcuts

LETTER  
OF THE  
MONTH

Andy’s pallet chairs
Demoing at any show is always a difficult thing to judge – you want 
to try and get people interested, and as long as it’s something that 
is achievable and easy enough, it normally gets a good reaction.

Andy King recently knocked up a few chairs using old pallets for 
a trade day event at a friend’s tool shop, so it made sense to do the 
same at last month’s D&M Tool Show when Makita asked if he could 
do some demo work for them.

The chair requires minimal tools: a chop saw, battery drill, jigsaw 
and a small router with a roundover bit with all the pieces being 
secured with screws. “I was amazed at how well received they were 
with countless people asking if they were for sale, if I had the plans 
available and when it was going in the magazine as a project! I think 
every single chair I’ve made is different; some having fan backs, others 
having curved backs and curved seats and I tend to make them up 
as I go along, so any plans are in my head – I guess I could put things 
down on paper and even do a simple project for the magazine if there’s 
enough interest,” Andy told us. “I might have to go for a better timber 
next time, though – I thought I’d use a bit of PSE timber for the D&M 
ones and it wasn’t the best to say the least – I may go back to pallets…”

Stay tuned for Andy’s chair project and in the meantime, take a look 
at the pics here. I love the mini version with the heart cut in the back 
– very cute! 
Tegan Foley

The perfect gift for 
the small person  
in your life!
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Getting stroppy

Far Eastern philosophy 
Sculptural woodturner Mark Sanger tells us that this stunning piece 
is part of an ongoing series titled ‘Impermanence’. These pieces are 
inspired by the Far Eastern philosophy and the belief that all things 
are impermanent and come to an end no matter how hard we try 
to hold onto them. This notion is represented here in the form of 
a discarded vessel, which is textured and coloured to give the 
appearance of decaying metal, which has undergone neglect and 
natural erosion.

The main form was rough turned over-size using unseasoned 
sycamore, which was then left to season for around six months, 
after which a sycamore lid was turned to a good fit. The piece was 
then textured using a pyrography unit together with various shaped 
wires that allow Mark to recreate the effect of surface erosion.

Colouring was applied using 
spirit stains, metal foils, ageing 
fluids, coloured wax and acrylic 
paints. The finial is made from a 
small section of bamboo and an 
oak base was heavily scorched 
and textured prior to sealing.
   
If you’d like to find out more 
about Mark’s work and his 
courses, see his website: 
www.marksanger.co.uk.
GW in conversation with 
sculptural woodturner 
Mark Sanger

Dear Tegan,
Over my years as a hobby 
woodworker I have read 
everything I could on how to 
sharpen my chisels and plane 
blades, but nobody ever tells 
you what it took a course of 
woodcarving lessons for me to 
discover: if you hone your tools 
on a leather strop every time 
you pick them up, you don’t need 
to go through the sharpening 
palaver so often. So now I keep a 
patch of leather that I occasionally 
charge with stropping compound 
on the door of my workshop, and 
whenever I pick up a chisel, I run it 
briskly over the leather. The same 
with my plane blades. My edge 

tools are now razor-sharp every 
time I use them.
Jeremy Colman, by email

Many thanks for the great tip! No 
excuse for dull chisel edges now!
Tegan Foley

Jeremy demonstrating his method 
for keeping edge tools razor-sharp

‘Impermanence 2’ by Mark 
Sanger, made using textured 
and coloured sycamore
Photograph courtesy of Mark Sanger

WRITE & WIN! 
We always love hearing about your projects, ideas, hints and 
tips, and/or like to receive feedback about GW’s features, so do 

drop us a line – you never know, 
you might win our great Letter 
of the Month prize, currently a 
Trend Snappy Colour Ring bit 
set. Write to the address on the 
left for a chance to enhance 
your marking capability with 
this versatile workshop aid
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or have never carved before, you will
benefit enormously from one of our
courses.

The Rocking Horse Shop
Make a Unique Traditional Rocking Horse, 17 Superb Designs
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Most of us probably 
use a pocket 
calculator when 
estimating 
materials, checking 
dimensions and 

so on. But are we in danger 
of forgetting our basic school 
arithmetic? It may not have 
been our favourite subject, 
but without it, I reckon we’d 
be struggling. Scribbling some 
calculations the other day on 
a scrap of wood, I temporarily 
forgot how to do simple long 
division. I got there in the end, 
but do we rely too heavily on 
technology these days? Of 
course, this is fantastic when 
it works, but when that 
computer or tablet dies, 
there’s nothing more 
frustrating…

Phil Davy, Consultant Editor

Many woodworkers with a garden workshop 
or garage probably accept the fact that they 
share it with a few uninvited visitors who 
make it their home. Everyone appreciates 
being warm and cosy, after all. However, 
you may have seen in the news recently that 
it’s now possible to buy a spider-proof shed. 
Sealed from the outside world with silicone 
joints and airtight windows, 
it would seem to be the perfect 
solution for arachnophobes keen 
on DIY or a spot of gardening. 
Apparently, the sky blue exterior 
colour of the shed is claimed to 
repel spiders, while the interior 
is lined with insect-repellent 
paper. If you’re still not 
convinced, you can have 
the structure impregnated 
with citrus and peppermint 
insecticide treatment. Or even 
opt for a six-monthly pest test inspection 
from the manufacturer, Yorkshire-based 
Tiger Sheds – www.tigersheds.com.

Presumably, this means you still have to 
keep the windows or door shut on a fine day, 

World wide web?

though. At nearly £2,000 for a basic 8 × 6ft 
shed it does seem rather steep, but it’s a novel 
idea. And if it encourages someone to take up 
a hobby who would previously have avoided 
venturing into a shed, who are we to argue?

Pearls of wisdom 

Q I normally use PVA glue for 
woodworking, but am interested to 

know where traditional animal glue is used. 
Are there any benefits in using this type 
of adhesive for general woodwork?
M Hackett, via email

A lthough considered rather outdated 
compared with modern adhesives, 

animal, hide or Scotch glue is still used by 
antique furniture restorers and for veneering. 
It’s the traditional glue used by luthiers, 
particularly for violin making and repair. 
The real advantage is that repairs are 
reversible, so you can separate joints on 
old furniture or remove the top or back on 

a musical instrument. It’s made from animal 
hide or rabbit skin and usually comes as small 
pearls or granules. It’s not that easy to use, 
as these must be dissolved in water before 
heating. Once heated, the liquid is applied 
by brush and is good for flowing into tricky 
areas. Working time is short, so you need 
to cramp up fast. Joints must be tight-fitting, 
too, so it’s not ideal for large areas.

Once, every workshop would have had a 
glue pot bubbling away in the corner. Electric 
glue pots are still available, but at a cost. A 
cheaper option is to soak the pearls in a small 
jar, which is then heated up in a pan of water. 
A modern liquid hide glue is made by Titebond 
– perfect for small repairs as it’s used cold.

Woodworking in the news

You can now buy 
a spider-proof shed, 
thanks to Yorkshire-
based Tiger Sheds

The science behind 
keeping unwanted 
guests out



       

Back in GW293 I explained how 
I’d installed a pair of oak posts at 
the end of my garden path. After 

a lengthy summer break, it was at last 
time to complete the project and build 
the gate. I chose the low-cost option of 
softwood rather than oak, which means 
you can use PAR timber if you don’t have 
access to a planer/thicknesser.

The first stage is to measure between 
the existing posts. Deduct 20mm from this 
dimension, which allows a gap of 10mm down 
each edge of the gate. Always draw a full-size 
setting-out rod on a board for any joinery item, 
working from the actual finished timber sizes 
you will be using. As well as giving accurate 
joint information, this will show up any hidden 
problems that could surface during 
construction later on.

Traditional joints
Stiles, top rail and the diagonal brace finish 
at 95 × 45mm, while the bottom rail is 95 × 
30mm. Construction is traditional, using 
through mortise and tenon joints, with a 
diagonal brace for support. As the bottom rail 
is thinner it has bare-faced tenons, which have 
only one shoulder. This is to enable the slats 
to run across the face of the rail. These are 
tongued at the upper ends and slide into a 
groove routed along the underside of the top 
rail. This edge is also rebated to give the slats 
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GARDEN GATETakes: A couple of weekends

Up the garden 
path
Phil Davy builds a low-cost 
gate using softwood and 
heavy hardware, then 
paints it to fit in with  
the great outdoors

something to sit against. Slats are not glued 
but simply nailed to the lower rail and brace. 
These finish at 64 × 15mm, but you could 
make them any width.

You can either wedge the tenons or 
drawbore them, which involves driving 
hardwood dowels (pins) right through the 
joints. Drawboring means you can pull the 
joints up together really tightly without having 
to rely too much on cramping pressure. 
Because my heavy T-bar sash cramps were 
not long enough for this wider gate, I bolted 
together two lighter cramps to extend them. 
Although not providing as much cramping 
clout, this was just enough to pinch the frame 
together and drive in the dowels. If you’ve 
never tried drawboring before, experiment 
with a flatbit and dowel first on an offcut.

It’s important to cut a bevel around the end 

of each dowel to enable them to be driven 
into one side of the mortise and out again 
underneath. With no bevel, the pin could 
bind on the tenon, which is drilled slightly 
offset from the mortise. 

Heavy hardware
This is quite a substantial gate, so you’ll need 
to fit heavy-duty hinges. Hook and band hinges 
are most suitable as they’re screwed, bolted 
and easy to fit. These should be at least 
one-third the width of the gate. If the gate 
and posts are flush at the back, then choose 
cranked hinges. The hook or pin is screwed to 
the post with the gate wedged in the opening.

After giving the wood a good dose of clear 
preservative, I brushed on a couple of coats 
of Cuprinol Shades finish.

Planer/thicknesser, 

sliding mitre saw,  

jigsaw, router, sander, 

drill stand

Tools
you’ll need
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Clean up the tenon cheeks with a 
finely-set shoulder plane. The bottom rail 
has bare-faced tenons

8 Check each tenon is a sliding fit in 
its mortise and that each joint is square. 
Trim carefully where necessary

9Cut tenons on both rails. Use a hand 
saw, bandsaw or sliding mitre saw with 
the blade set just above the gauged line

7

The upper edge of the top rail should 
be rounded over so water can run off it. Shape 
this with a plane and sanding block

10 Assemble the gate dry and measure 
between both stiles; this will allow you 
to determine spacings for the front slats

11 The joints are drawbored so tenon 
shoulders pull up tight to the rails. Drill 
through both stiles with a 13mm flatbit 

12

If using sawn timber, machine the 
material required for the stiles and rails. 
Allow 50mm extra length on each piece

2 Mark out mortise and tenon joints on 
the stiles and rails, working from the setting-
out rod drawn previously

3Measure between posts at top, middle 
and bottom to check accuracy. Use the shortest 
dimension for the gate

1

Set the mortise gauge to the chisel’s 
width or router bit diameter if using a router. 
Mark joints on both stiles

4 Cramp both stiles together to support 
the router. Using a 16mm bit, rout the mortises 
full depth from both sides

5 Square off the ends of the routed 
mortises with a corner chisel or similar. Chop 
down to clear any remaining waste timber

6
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Takes: A couple of weekends GARDEN GATE

When the glue has dried, saw off the 
protruding dowels. Clean off any dried glue 
with a chisel

20 Saw off the excess tenons and trim flush 
with a bench plane. Cut off the lower horns on 
the stiles

21Cramp across the stiles and tap in 
the glued dowels. The ends should be pointed 
to help align the holes underneath

19

True up the front and back of the gate 
with a fore plane, checking for flatness with 
a steel straightedge

22 Lay the brace across the gate and mark 
off from the stiles. Adjust a sliding bevel to this 
angle and mark both ends

23 Saw the support brace to fit between 
the rails and stiles. Trim with a plane for a snug 
fit if necessary

24

Remove the rails and drill tenons 
with the same bit. Brush two coats of 
wood preservative onto the joints

14 Draw the radius at the upper end of 
each stile. Either use a pair of compasses or 
draw around a suitable container

15Dry assemble the frame and mark 
dowel centres on tenons with a flatbit. Re-mark 
centres about 1.5mm in towards the shoulders

13

Check that the jigsaw baseplate and 
blade are square, then carefully cut around 
each curve on the waste side of the line

16 Clean up the curved ends with a sanding 
drum mounted in a drill stand. Alternatively, 
use a rasp and sanding block

17 Assemble the frame, using a suitable 
waterproof exterior glue, such as polyurethane 
or powdered resin

18
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Add a small decorative chamfer to the 
edges of slats, rails and stiles with a bearing-
guided router cutter

32 Refit the hinges to the gate. Supported 
between both posts, mark the pin bracket 
positions. Drill and screw these firmly

33Fill the remaining nail holes. Sand both 
sides of the gate with a belt or random orbit 
sander

31

Mark the position of the latch and screw 
to both gate and post. Check the gate opens 
without binding 

34 Remove all hardware from the gate and 
brush on a clear preservative. Apply two coats 
of an exterior paint

35 There’s no shortage of exterior colours 
to choose from. Now all that remains is to 
reshape the post tops to match the stiles

36

Position cranked strap hinges on the 
top and bottom rails and mark the hole centres. 
Drill and insert 5.0mm screws 

26 Fill defects with a two-part epoxy filler 
and sand when dry. Seal any big knots with 
knotting solution 

27Notch the bevelled bottom rail square 
with a chisel where the brace meets. Glue and 
nail, pre-drilling the holes first 

25

Each slat is tongued at one end to slide 
into a 7 × 7mm groove, which is routed beneath 
the top rail

28 It’s easier to paint both the brace and 
bottom rail before fitting the slats. Nail these 
in position but don’t use glue 

29 Saw off the excess lower horns on both 
stiles. Mark the slats with a straightedge and 
cut them to length

30
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Useful kit: Ryobi CDR180 radio

The radio takes a standard  
Ryobi 18V OnePlus battery

Price: £39.99
Web: www.ryobitools.eu

good. Speech is particularly clear for Radio 4 
lovers out there, while maximum volume level 
is impressive, with no notable distortion when 
playing a variety of music. There are no EQ 
controls, so you can’t boost the bass or cut the 
treble. I’d have preferred a bass booster as this 
is lacking at volume. Still, it’s a decent sound 
for the workshop and perfect should you want 
to listen to your own tracks.

Conclusion
The CDR180 would make a great Christmas 
present for the woodworker who already 
has a workshop full of tools but would still 
appreciate something almost as useful.

The radio has a  
clever recessed 

compartment for  
your MP3 player

The digital clock is powered by two AAA batteries, 
accessed through a compartment at the base

The cool blue display remains constant, even 
when the 18V battery is removed for charging

While many woodworkers are happy with their own company, I’d guess 
that most of us like to have something playing in the background during 
a workshop session. Whether it’s regular news and comment or listening 

to your favourite music station, a radio is virtually essential for many of us. 
Although this battery model from Ryobi has been around for a while, 
it’s worth checking out, especially as the festive season is almost here.

Smaller than the site radios from the likes of DeWalt or Makita, this means it’s 
actually more portable and takes up less space on a shelf. In fact, if you’re storing 
an extra Ryobi 18V OnePlus battery anyway, the radio will simply sit on top. 
Incidentally, no battery is provided here.

Tune in
It’s a big improvement on the old blue model, which had no auxiliary input and 
was more awkward to tune, with no presets. This version enables you to listen 
to your favourite music from an MP3 player or smart phone. A strong elasticated 
band holds the device securely in a recessed compartment at the back. A short 
cable with mini jack is simply plugged into the headphone socket of your music 
player and you’re almost ready to go.

First, though, you need to set up the digital clock, which is powered by two AAA 
batteries, accessed through a compartment at the base. The clock is independent 
of the OnePlus power pack, so once set there’s no interruption to the cool blue 
display when you remove the 18V battery for recharging. In FM or MW radio mode 

you need to depress the clock button to read the time, rather 
than the frequency, which is always displayed. When AUX 
is selected, the clock display remains constant.

Maximum volume
Once you’ve stored up to 10 FM or 10 MW stations as presets, 
you can use the seek buttons to scroll up or down through 
the frequency range. Volume control is also via a pair of push 
buttons. All controls are sealed, so workshop dust shouldn’t 
be a problem. An icon flashes in the display when battery life 
is low and the rubberised aerial can be folded down when 
not needed. A recessed handle makes it easy to carry, too.

Don’t expect hi-fi quality sound, though it’s actually fairly 

Workshop vibes



Woodwork Course 1
(Tools and Things)
A self-interest woodwork course 
where the aim is to give you the 
confidence and the knowledge to 
use basic hand tools and some of the 
more common power tools.
 You will be able to pick from a list of 
projects before you arrive that I believe 
you can complete in 5 days or less so 
that you will go home with one of them 
and you can proudly say “I made that”. 
 I cover the teaching of how to 
handle tools by getting you started on 
your project and, as you need to use a 
new piece of equipment, I show you 
how. This means that the instruction is 
fresh in your mind and you do the task 
there and then.
 On all courses there will only be a 
maximum of 4 at a time, this will mean 
that I will be available when you  
need help and advice.

Woodwork Course 2
(Wood and Things)
This is a continuation of  course 1 
(tools and things) with the emphases 
on timber, what are acceptable defects 
in timber and what isn’t, how do you 
write out a cutting list that means 
something to your supplier, what to 
look for when buying wood and what 
to avoid.
 You will ideally have done course 1 
(tools and things)  or have a good working 
knowledge of how to use hand tools and 
have used hand held power tools.
 The projects for you to pick from will 
be more complicated and will involve 
the use of the more sophisticated hand 
tools and hand held power tools and will 
include using some of the static power 
tools in the workshop. We will also be 
looking at buying timber, making cutting 
lists and drawing plans.

www.woodworkshop.co.uk

Woodwork Course 3
(Project Days)
The advanced course is rather different 
from the previous two. 
 To come on this course you will need 
to have done both the other courses and 
have used your skill at home on your 
own projects and be ready to take on 
something more difficult.

WoodRat Courses
This course will teach you all the 
principles that you need to know!

Visit our website for more information & 
updates on 2015/16 course information:
 www.woodworkshop.co.uk
t: 01768  899895
e: enquiries@woodworkshop.co.uk
The Wood Workshop
 7-8 Redhills Business Park, Penrith,
 Cumbria  CA11 0DT

Woodworking Courses in the beautiful Lake DistrictDistrict

2016
 Course Dates now on our website!



‘THE’TOOL
SHOW ‘16
W W W . T H E T O O L S H O W . C O M

THE UK’s PREMIER BRANDED HAND, POWER TOOLS & MACHINERY EVENT

7th-9th OCTOBER 2016
FRI-SAT 10am – 5pm • SUN 10am – 4pm
KEMPTON PARK RACECOURSE • SUNBURY-ON-THAMES • TW16 5AQ

VISIT STANDS STAFFED BY THE MAJOR BRANDS INCLUDING:

FREE ENTRY • FREE PARKING • FREE SHOW GUIDE • FREE MASTERCLASSES
LATEST PRODUCTS • EXCLUSIVE SHOW OFFERS • DEMONSTRATIONS • BIG SAVINGS

D&M TOOLS, TWICKENHAM • 020 8892 3813 • WWW.DM-TOOLS.CO.UK

FREE
ENTRY
& PARKING!

PUT THE DATE IN Y
OUR DIARY!

+MORE!

THIS YEAR’S BIGGEST & BEST ANNUAL TOOL SHOW
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Getting back to 
(spindle) basics

New to turning or need a bit of a refresher 
in terms of spindle turning tools and their 
uses? Great news if so as Les Thorne gets 
back to basics and covers each tool in detail

I 
once heard a woodturning club member commenting on why 
some demonstrators feel the need to take an audience back to 
basics, remarking that beads and coves just didn’t interest him. 
That’s a thought-provoking statement as there is very little 

woodturning that doesn’t contain convex and concave shapes. 
Practice makes perfect is a saying that’s often bandied about and 
obviously this is true but in turning, good practice is what’s important. 
I like my students to produce projects while perfecting their tooling 
techniques rather than just creating endless shapes.

There are simple projects, such as dibbers, foot massagers and bud 

vases that are not particularly taxing but do contain all the elements 
of the simple shapes, and also importantly, a margin for error. I see a 
lot of work both here and abroad which is turned very well and I am 
sure that the method to produce them varies hugely. I can remember 
seeing some fantastic work from a turner over a period of years and 
I always admired his form and finish. I jumped at the chance to see 
him demonstrate and I was absolutely amazed at how he turned; it 
was the polar opposite to the way in which I would have done it! I may 
have produced the items quicker, but they weren’t necessarily better.

Overleaf we’ll take a look at each of the spindle turning tools. GW
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▲ Pic.1 Like most tools, they come in many sizes 
with the majority being forged tools, which 
can be expensive. Ideally this tool should not 
be used on faceplate work, such as bowls

The spindle roughing gouge

▲ Pic.2 The tool is best sharpened using a 
platform to set the angle. Placing marker pen 
on the bevel will show if you are grinding the 
correct angle

▲ Pic.3 The angle is around 40° although the 
majority of spindle roughing gouges have an 
angle higher than that; this takes away the 
cutting effectiveness of the tool

▲ Pic.4 The tool is presented to the wood with the right hand 
down and the tool tucked into your body

▲ Pic.5 I like to use the tool presented at right angles and use the centre of the tool to 
turn away the square corners of the wood

▲ Pic.6 Using the centre for the initial cutting allows the wings of the 
tool to remain sharp. You can now utilise these for your finishing cuts

▲ Pic.7 The tool can be used for shaping curves but make sure the bevel 
remains in contact with the timber, as the tool has the tendency to run 
back if you go onto the edge

▲ Pic.1 The skew is often seen as the bad boy 
of turning because it is difficult to master but 
well worth persevering with. There are many 
different types, as shown here

▲ Pic.2 My preferred skew is a 13mm version 
with a rolled edge; this stops it sticking on the 
toolrest. Sharpening it on a jig gives consistent 
results every time

▲ Pic.3 If you need to sharpen on a platform, 
then try to get your hands in a position that 
allows you to slide the tool sideways

The skew chisel
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The skew chisel Continued

▲ Pic.9 If you repeat the process, working the 
tool slightly to the right each time, you should 
create what’s called a square pommel on the left

▲ Pic.10 You can see that I am now shaping the 
left-hand side into a curve with a slicing cut 
through the end-grain

▲ Pic.11 If the tool is used correctly, you will 
only cut with the point of the chisel. If you 
start to see dust appear on the bevel of the 
tool, then you are very close to having a catch

▲ Pic.12 A perfect pommel – the curve will need 
very little sanding as the finish off the skew is so 
good. The stock to the right is removed down 
to the round with the spindle roughing gouge

▲ Pic.13 The spindle roughing gouge will not 
leave a great finish, especially on pine. The 
skew is now presented with the centre 
of the tool cutting and the bevel rubbing

▲ Pic.14 Here you can see the quality of the cut 
off the skew compared to the spindle roughing 
gouge. The only time this cut won’t work is on 
really hard, dense woods

▲ Pic.4 Here I have ground off the heel of the 
skew; it negates the fact that the tool is hollow 
ground, otherwise it could mark the wood. 
The angle across the top is around 15°

▲ Pic.5 The tool is ground to an angle of around 
20°; this will allow the tool to easily slice 
through the fibres of the timber

▲ Pic.6 I have sprayed a piece of pine black to 
make it easier to see the cuts I’ve made. I have 
marked the area that will be cut in from the 
square to the round

▲ Pic.7 The stance used is normal for most of 
the tools. The left hand is generally over the tool, 
which creates a tunnel for the tool to be rotated in

▲ Pic.8 The tool is presented with the left-hand 
bevel at right angles to the work and the longer 
point down. Lift the handle to slice into the wood

▲ Pic.15 One little tip when doing a planing cut 
is to control the tool by sliding your little finger 
along the toolrest; this will control the depth 
and direction of the cut
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▲ Pic.16 The skew is most famously regarded 
as a shaping tool, especially when turning 
beads. Here I have cut a one-sided ‘V’ to 
mark out the position of the bead

▲ Pic.17 I like to remove a little off the edge 
of the bead before I shape it. I position the skew 
more to one side and using the long point, just 
slice off the edge

▲ Pic.18 I like to turn the main shape in one pass; 
this will generally give you the best opportunity 
for a good shape. Moving your body round as 
the tool advances will help to avoid catches

▲ Pic.19 The perfect bead. The black line 
at the top shows that I haven’t changed the 
diameter. A bead should look as if the wood 
has been parted and the beaded inserted 

▲ Pic.20 The round skew has a few advantages; 
it’ll make a ‘V’ just as you can with the ordinary 
version, although I also find it easier to sharpen

▲ Pic.21 The other benefit of the 10mm skew 
is that you can cut spigots and tenons much 
quicker than you can with a parting tool

The skew chisel Continued

The spindle gouge

▲ Pic.1 Spindle gouges are available in all sorts 
of sizes: the far one is a forged tool whereas 
most modern ones are made from a round 
bar with a flute milled out

▲ Pic.2 Set the platform on the grinder so the 
bevel of the tool is a perfect match onto the wheel. 
I have cut away the platform on my grinder; 
this allows me to better position my hands 

▲ Pic.3 Rotate the tool against the grindstone. 
As you near the side you need to slide the tool 
up the wheel, as shown here; this will put the 
required fingernail profile on the tool

▲ Pic.4 If you find sharpening difficult to master 
and believe it’s not easy to learn, then one of 
the many grinding jigs available will provide you 
with a good repeatable shape and sharpness

▲ Pic.5 A good working angle on the spindle 
gouge is around 40°. Going to 35° would be 
better for shaping and going to 45° would 
be better for hollowing

▲ Pic.6 The gouge is presented to the timber 
with the bevel at right angles to the wood. 
A small forwards movement makes a cut



  www.getwoodworking.com  Special 2015  GW299 83

Spindle basics

▲ Pic.7 Now the tool is making a cut on the other side, only take small 
amounts of material from each side until the cove gets wider

▲ Pic.8 You must keep your right hand low through the cut; this will allow 
the bevel to rub. If you’re not getting a good finish, it’s often because the 
tool is too horizontal

The spindle gouge Continued

▲ Pic.9 Cutting a bead with the gouge is very 
similar to cutting one with a skew, but because 
of the angle of the bevel, this won’t give you a 
narrow cut to the side

▲ Pic.10 To round over the end of the spindle, 
start with the bevel on the wood in a position 
where the tool will start cutting with the 
minimum movement required

▲ Pic.11 As the tool makes its way through 
the shape, you will need to lift the handle as 
the wood gets smaller in diameter; this will 
maintain the bevel in contact with the wood

▲ Pic.12 The spindle gouge excels in cleaning 
across end-grain. As you can see, the bevel 
is at the angle of the cut I want to make

▲ Pic.13 Hollowing egg cups, boxes, etc. is best 
done with the spindle gouge. The pencil shows 
the 11 o’clock position of the flute of the tool

▲ Pic.15 As the hole gets deeper, you will need to close the flute off 
slightly as you come up the side of the hollowed area. The pencil is 
now telling me it’s at 10 o’clock

▲ Pic.16 If you decrease the depth of the cut as you get near your finished 
shape, you can achieve a pretty good finish. The denser the wood, the 
better the results you can expect

▲ Pic.14 Once the gouge has drilled a small 
hole in the centre, it is pivoted out by moving 
the handle away from the body
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NEXT MONTH
Les will return to his usual project format 
and turns some fun Christmas decorations!

CONCLUSION

I hope this article has helped to either 
refresh your memory as far as spindle 
turning tools are concerned, or if you are 
new to turning, then I hope this has helped 
in familiarising you with the tools and 
the different methods they are used for

The parting tool

▲ Pic.1 Limiting yourself to one type of parting tool will not allow you 
to access the areas you will need to during certain projects

▲ Pic.2 This is probably the easiest tool in your armoury to sharpen. 
Set the platform up to the angle and a slight sideways movement will 
sharpen the tool

Pic.3 40° is a good 
angle for the chisel. 
You need to apply 
a bit of strength at 
the business end 
of this tool

Pic.4 As you 
present the tool 

to the wood, 
keep the handle 
low and lift the 

tool into the cut

▲ Pic.5 Sliding the tool along the rest and taking a small cut will leave 
an acceptable finish on most timbers

▲ Pic.6 Sizing cuts are generally made with a parting tool. Make sure the 
callipers are narrower than the tool

Pic.7 Learning to  
set the parting tool 
one-handed like this 
will not only help 
with a sizing cut but 
also when parting off

▲

▲

▲
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Call or visit 
website for 
stockists.

+44 (0)1296 481 220
www.osmouk.com

High quality oil-wax finish - especially developed for 
professional users!

SPRAY-WAX

 > Extremely tough and hardwearing
 > Very water and dirt resistant
 > Suitable for children’s toys (EN 71.3)
 > Microporous, breathable finish, which 
does not crack, peel, flake or blister



   SHOP & WEB GUIDES

www.wealdentool.com

Router cutters
Spindle tooling
Bandsaw, jigsaw &

circular sawblades

W

EALDEN TOOL

COMPANY

Online catalogue & ordering

Musical IInstrument MMakers’ && RRepairers’ SSupplies

Largest selection of tonewoods, tools & parts in the country. 
Visit our website or order our catalogue. Callers welcome

Touchstone Tonewoods, Albert Road North, Reigate, RH2 9EZ
Tel: 01737 221064       Fax: 01737 242748
www.touchstonetonewoods.co.uk
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NEW ARTICLES
 METAL EARTH 

HANDSOME CAB
MATCHSTICK CLOCK

Hobby’s (Dept GW)
Knight’s Hill Square

London SE27 0HH
020 8761 4244

mail@hobby.uk.com
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MATCHITECTURE
ONE THOUSAND  

AND ONE NIGHTS

Available from WH Smith & leading newsagents or direct

The Modelmaker’s  
Yearbook

• NEW EASY CUTTERS & POWER TOOLS 
• MECHANICAL ALARM CLOCK KIT
• NEW ICONIC TV/FILM KITS
• HERITAGE STEAM ENGINE
• MARQUETRY KITS WITH DVD

Visit our website at www.hobby.uk.com

Annual 2016 • No.46 • 320 Pages

£3.25  
P&P FREE

FREE PLAN COUPON
WORKING MATCHSTICK
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Good Woodworking - 300th issue!
Celebrate with us as we bring you all the finalists 
from this year’s Shed of the Year competition!
17 pages of weird, wonderful & wacky sheds for 
you to enjoy, plus an exclusive interview with 
founder and ‘Head Sheddie’ Andrew Wilcox

START FURNITURE MAKING
John Bullar starts his 12-part series, which will 
guide you through setting up a workshop and 
choosing the right tools and materials, as well 
as studying in detail some of the most useful 
construction techniques

JAPANESE JOINERY MASTERCLASS
Japanese carpentry comes to Wiltshire as Michael 
Huntley reports from the first Japanese joinery 
masterclass held in the UK, organised by the 
Japanese Tool Group 

TOP KIT ON TEST
Andy King puts the latest kit through its paces:
n Albion Hobbies abrasives
n Bosch Wireless charging system
n DeWalt DCN660 2nd Fix Nailer
n Razor Shark strops

BAH HUMBUG!
Les Thorne gets festive and turns a selection of 
Christmas-themed decorations, all of which will 
make great gifts!

100 
BUMPER ISSUE

page 

GW300 on sale 4 December

300th ISSUE
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An interesting dilemma has emerged recently. 
I watched a master carpenter demonstrate 
cutting a half-lap joint in tulipwood. The 
shoulders were cut in the normal way by hand 
with a cross-cut saw and the waste was then 
removed with a mallet and chisel until nearly 
to depth. He then proceeded to use what I call 
the ‘stabbing’ technique. The mallet was put 
aside and the large, wide chisel pushed across 
the surface quickly and repeatedly, until he 
reached the gauge line. As a furniture restorer, 
I regard this as an inaccurate technique, but 
I know the carpenter well, and I know that he 
has constructed many projects successfully 
and is a sought-after craftsman. This was the 
technique that he wanted his students to use. 
This set me thinking because I regularly tell 
my students NOT to use this technique!

Hands behind cutting edges
In a subsequent discussion with a colleague 
who teaches this method for timber framing, 
he told me that he likes the technique because 

use, but this tends to be for removing very thin 
slices, where there is a localised high spot.”

Carpentry course stabbing
So we have here a couple of interesting 
observations. Firstly, any student must do 
what the teacher actually demonstrates in 
the class room, but it may take many hours 
for the student to achieve the dexterity and 
muscle memory of the teacher. While that is 
happening, accuracy may suffer. Secondly, 
in today’s world of ‘fast-track’ specialised 
short courses, there is not time for the muscle 
memory to become ingrained and therefore 
chisel use needs to be slower and more 
targeted than repeated stabbing in order 
to produce accurate joints. 
   Carpentry course stabbing may well account 
for much disappointment when trying to teach 
yourself new skills. What you can learn with 
a tutor demonstrating in front of you is very 
different to what you can teach yourself in 
the workshop. GW

a) it is fast and b) it means that the students 
must hold the chisel with both hands. If their 
hands are on the tool, then the edge cannot 
cut them – “hands must always be behind 
cutting edges.” 

He says: “I regard stabbing as a useful 
technique and demonstrate it to my students 
and encourage them to try it. It is useful in 
working green oak down to the line. So far 
it has proved safe and effective. One reason 
being that both hands are behind the chisel’s 
edge. Students occasionally have one hand 
pushing hard on the chisel and the other hand 
holding the work down in the general area in 
front of the chisel. This is potentially dangerous 
as, if the chisel were to suddenly slip forward, 
it could cut the other hand.

My thoughts are that this (stabbing) is 
a valid carpentry technique for all abilities. 
There is potential to dig in too far, but with 
wet oak tenons, a millimetre or two is not 
a problem on the tenon cheeks.

Bevel down paring is another technique I 

Michael’s musings

To stab or not to stab?
Michael Huntley has a dilemma on his hands  

when it comes to using stab cuts





Incorporating some of the most famous brands 
in woodworking, Record Power have been 
manufacturing fine tools & machinery for over 100 
years. Built to last we provide support for thousands 
of machines well over 50 years old, which are still 
in daily use. Testimony to the sound engineering 
principles and service support that comes with a 
Record Power product.www.recordpower.co.uk  Tel: 01246 571 020

Price valid until 28.02.2016. E&OE.

Sturdy Fence System 
The fence can tilt up to 
45º and is supported by a 
strong mounting system.

Cutter Block 
The three knife cutterblock 
ensures an excellent finish.
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Aldermaston Tool Company Youngs Ind Est, Paices 
Hill, Aldermaston, Berkshire, RG7 4PW 0118 981 1470

Grahams Machinery Deva House, Knutsford Way, 
Chester, Cheshire, CH1 4NX 01244 376 764

Westcountry Machinery 4 wood 
Beacon Kilns, High Street Village, 
St Austell, Cornwall, PL26 7SR 01726 828 388

Jaymac (Derby) Ltd 852 London Road, 
Derby, Derbyshire, DE24 8WA 01332 755 799

Toolite Co Unit 3/2 The Mews Brook Street, 
Mitcheldean, Gloucestershire, GL17 0SL 01594 544521

Tewkesbury Saw Co Ltd Newtown Trading Estate, 
Tewkesbury, Gloucestershire, GL20 8JG 01684 293 092

John Davis Woodturning The Old Stables, 
Chilbolton Down Farm, Stockbridge, 
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Middlesex, TW1 4AW 0208 892 3813

Norfolk Saw Services Dog Lane, Horsford, 
Norwich, Norfolk, NR10 3DH 01603 898 695

Snainton Woodworking Supplies 
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DJ Evans (Bury) Ltd St Botolphs Lane,  
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Elmers Hardware Ipswich 59-61 Edmonton Road, 
Kesgrave, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP5 1EQ 01473 623 381

Scott and Sargeant Woodworking Machinery Ltd 
1 Blatchford Rd, Horsham, 
West Sussex, RH13 5QR 01403 273000

RS Paskin & Co Ltd Oldington Trading Estate, 
Stourport Road, Kidderminster, 
Worcestershire, DY11 7QP 01562 829 722

WALES

Data Powertools Ltd 427 Cowbridge Rd West, 
Cardiff, CF5 5TF 0292 0595 710

SCOTLAND

MacGregor Industrial Supplies 
15-17 Henderson Road, Longman Industrial Estate, 
Inverness, Inverness-shire, IV1 1SN 01463 717 999 
Further branches available throughout the highlands. 
Please contact for more details.

Brodies Timber The Old Sawmill, 
Inver, Dunkeld, Perthshire, PH8 0JR 01350 727 723
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See the value the PT107 
offers for yourself at the 

following stockists:

PT107 10” x 7” Heavy Duty 
Planer Thicknesser
The PT107 is perfectly suited to the discerning woodworker who expects 
professional and reliable performance from a solid, durable and compact 
machine. Whilst compact enough for smaller workshops and ideal for serious 
home or trade users, this machine boasts some impressive industrial features 
and is exceptionally smooth and accurate in operation. 
If you are in the market for a good planer thicknesser then check this out at 
one of our display stockists to fully appreciate the value on offer.

VCam ac

Central Column  
The thicknessing table 
is supported by a sturdy 
central column for superior 
stability and easy rise and 
fall adjustment.

“The PT107 is extremely well 
built, with heavy cast iron 
tables polished to a fine finish.

This machine feels more like a proper industrial 
model in use. The sheer weight minimises any 
vibration.“

The Woodworker 

”Top Quality - This is a very well made machine 
with full adjustment of both infeed and outfeed 
tables. This is unusual in a home workshop machine 
and allows very fine adjustment to eliminate any 
gouging at the end (snipe)…Results are excellent, 
chip clearance is good and the changeover from 
planing to thicknessing is quick and easy.” 

DesmondW, Online Review

Only

£999.99

Save £100  
off Spring / Summer 
Catalogue price


